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In the past two decades, an explosion of research has generated many compelling
insights--as well as hotly debated controversies--about the evolutionary bases of
human nature. This important volume brings together leading proponents of
different theoretical and methodological perspectives to provide a balanced look
at 12 key questions at the core of the field today. In 43 concise, accessible
chapters, followed by an integrative conclusion, the contributors present
viewpoints informed by human behavioral ecology, evolutionary psychology,
and gene-culture coevolutionary approaches. Topics include the strengths and
limitations of different methodologies; metatheoretical issues; and debates
concerning the evolution of the human brain, intellectual abilities, culture, and
sexual behavior.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Evolution of Mind demonstrates that a disciplinary realignment, underway for more than three decades, is
now virtually complete. We have moved away from traditional disciplinary identities and, in the words of the
editors, toward an integrative human evolutionary behavioral science. This innovative volume captures this
exciting moment with short, insightful essays from dozens of leading scholars from throughout the social,
behavioral, and life sciences. The contributors focus on 12 important issues in the evolutionary study of the
mind and behavior, highlighting points of consensus, areas of controversy, and important new directions.
Scholars will find this book essential to their efforts to keep abreast of current trends in this new field, and
the range and brevity of its chapters make it a perfect source of stimulating readings for graduate and
advanced undergraduate courses."--Lee Cronk, PhD, Department of Anthropology and Center for Human
Evolutionary Studies, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
 
"Don’t be fooled by the deceptive simplicity of Darwin’s elegant theory, or the polarized debates about
evolutionary social science. Instead, get it right by reading this magnificent volume of concise page-turners
on the evolution of the human mind. Gangestad and Simpson set out to nudge the progress of this vibrant
new science by squarely addressing its internal controversies in the words of the experts themselves. The
book is a huge success--forget nudging, the field leaps forward! A 'must read' for anyone who really wants to
understand the profound ways evolution has shaped human behavior. This book is a true intellectual
adventure."--Martie G. Haselton, PhD, Department of Communication Studies and Department of
Psychology, University of California, Los Angeles

"This volume covers enormous ground. Its refreshingly unique and surprisingly effective format results in a
series of pithy, never-boring essays that truly elucidate diverse perspectives among the human evolutionary
sciences. Both specialists and non-specialists will find it an edifying read."
(Journal of Anthropological Research 2007-01-28)

"Provides a broad overview of several diverse perspectives across a range of topics....Could serve well as a
text for a graduate-level seminar series on the evolution of mind."
(PsycCRITIQUES 2007-01-28)

About the Author

Steven W. Gangestad, PhD, is Distinguished Professor of Psychology at the University of New Mexico. His
research has covered a variety of topics in evolutionary behavioral science, including the determinants of
sexual attraction, changes in women's sexual psychology across the ovarian cycle, the effects of genetic
compatibility between mates on relationship qualities, individual variation in developmental precision and its
manifestations in neuropsychology, and influences of men's testosterone levels.
 
Jeffry A. Simpson, PhD, is Professor of Psychology and Director of the Doctoral Minor in Interpersonal
Relationships at the University of Minnesota. His research interests include adult attachment processes,
human mating, idealization in relationships, empathic accuracy in relationships, and dyadic social influence.
Dr. Simpson is a fellow of the American Psychological Association and the Association for Psychological



Science. He serves as Associate Editor for the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology: Interpersonal
Relations and Group Processes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Evolution
of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Mary Davis:

The experience that you get from The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies will be
the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental
Questions and Controversies giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies instantly.

Edward Stevenson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies.

Randy Mosley:

The e-book with title The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this



anywhere you want.
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