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In 1954, the French writer, politician, and publisher André Malraux (1901–1976)
posed at home for a photographer from the magazine Paris Match, surrounded by
pages from his forthcoming book Le musée imaginaire de la sculpture mondiale.
The enchanting metaphor of the musée imaginaire (imaginary museum) was built
upon that illustrated art book, and Malraux was one of its greatest champions.
Drawing on a range of contemporary publications, he adopted images and
responded to ideas. Indeed, Malraux’s book on the floor is a variation of
photographer André Vigneau’s spectacular Encyclopédie photographique de
l’art, published in five volumes from 1935 on—years before Malraux would
enter this field. Both authors were engaged in juxtaposing artworks via
photographs and publishing these photographs by the hundreds, but Malraux was
the better sloganeer.
 
Starting from a close examination of the photograph of Malraux in his salon, art
historian Walter Grasskamp takes the reader back to the dawn of this genre of
illustrated art book. He shows how it catalyzed the practice of comparing works
of art on a global scale. He retraces the metaphor to earlier reproduction practices
and highlights its ubiquity in contemporary art, ending with an homage to the
other pioneer of the “museum without walls,” the unjustly forgotten Vigneau.
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In 1954, the French writer, politician, and publisher André Malraux (1901–1976) posed at home for a
photographer from the magazine Paris Match, surrounded by pages from his forthcoming book Le musée
imaginaire de la sculpture mondiale. The enchanting metaphor of the musée imaginaire (imaginary
museum) was built upon that illustrated art book, and Malraux was one of its greatest champions. Drawing
on a range of contemporary publications, he adopted images and responded to ideas. Indeed, Malraux’s book
on the floor is a variation of photographer André Vigneau’s spectacular Encyclopédie photographique de
l’art, published in five volumes from 1935 on—years before Malraux would enter this field. Both authors
were engaged in juxtaposing artworks via photographs and publishing these photographs by the hundreds,
but Malraux was the better sloganeer.
 
Starting from a close examination of the photograph of Malraux in his salon, art historian Walter Grasskamp
takes the reader back to the dawn of this genre of illustrated art book. He shows how it catalyzed the practice
of comparing works of art on a global scale. He retraces the metaphor to earlier reproduction practices and
highlights its ubiquity in contemporary art, ending with an homage to the other pioneer of the “museum
without walls,” the unjustly forgotten Vigneau.
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Editorial Review

Review

“German art critic Walter Grasskamp (formerly, Academy of Fine Arts, Munich) presents a careful
reconstruction of Malraux's project, pointing out its indebtedness to Andre Vigneau's Encyclopedie
photographique de l'art (first published in 1935) and a possible connection to the ideas expounded by
“Walter Benjamin in his influential The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological Reproducibility
(1936).”—Choice
 

About the Author

Walter Grasskamp is an art critic and held the chair in art history at the Akademie der Bildenden Künste in
Munich from 1995 to 2016.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary
Museum why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marcy Madison:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum will give you new experience in studying a
book.

Vickie Hintz:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.



Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the
Imaginary Museum. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

George Thomas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary
Museum.

Download and Read Online The Book on the Floor: André Malraux
and the Imaginary Museum By Walter Grasskamp
#Q1R0TWMXK7P



Read The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary
Museum By Walter Grasskamp for online ebook

The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By Walter Grasskamp Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By
Walter Grasskamp books to read online.

Online The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By Walter
Grasskamp ebook PDF download

The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By Walter Grasskamp Doc

The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By Walter Grasskamp Mobipocket

The Book on the Floor: André Malraux and the Imaginary Museum By Walter Grasskamp EPub


