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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Robbins (Quarterlife Crisis) begins by setting readers up with the ridiculous myth of Yale's Skull and Bones,
an exclusive society whose powerful members including both presidents Bush are sworn to secrecy for life
about the club's activities: the myth says that the society's members form a clique that rules the world.
Robbins then proposes demystifying the group. On the one hand, she propagates the myth, spelling out how
Bonesmen have promoted one another in enormously successful political and business careers; they presided
over the creation of the atomic bomb as well as the CIA, she says. On the other hand, Robbins turns up much
that is prosaic, as she traces the society's origins back to 1832, when William Russell founded it as
retribution for a classmate's having been passed over by Phi Beta Kappa; she discovers that the club's cryptic
iconography is derived from German university societies. She reveals the inventory of the Tomb (an
evocative name for what is essentially a frat house) and details about the group's oddly juvenile fraternal
ritual. The narrative never gets more dramatic than Robbins staking out the Tomb for President George W.
Bush during Yale's tercentennial celebrations in 2002, and while she relies heavily on the testimony of many
Bonesmen, she never names names. While the book may demystify Skull and Bones, it also imparts the
sense that Robbins, herself a Yale graduate and member of a rival society, believes in Yalies' elitist
entitlement to power and prestige.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Robbins, herself a Yale graduate and secret society member, aims to debunk the myth of one of the oldest
secret societies, Skull and Bones. She begins with a superstitious, melodramatic account that suggests the
society is both immensely rich and so powerful that it influenced politics. What follows is an extremely
detailed account that traces the history of Yale and that of secret societies in general and that of Bones in
particular, founded in 1832. Fifteen initiates, who are often among the smartest and most talented in their
class, are tapped their junior year. They are initiated in the tomb (the Bones headquarters) and taken on a
retreat to Bones-owned Deer Island, off the coast of New York. Much like a fraternity, Bones has many
secret rituals and traditions. Robbins reveals some of these--special "Bones" names, the Bonesmen's theft of
the bones of Geronimo. She also names some of the members, including both George Bush and George W.
Bush. An interesting study, though the casual reader might find it too detailed. Kristine Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Readers will find themselves guided by an excellent stylist and a first-rate mind."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonnie Boyd:

Often the book Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the Ivy League, and the Hidden Paths of Power has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Eddie Barber:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and
Bones, the Ivy League, and the Hidden Paths of Power that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the
Ivy League, and the Hidden Paths of Power become your own personal starter.

Sonia Cote:

The book untitled Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the Ivy League, and the Hidden Paths of Power
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Karina McDermott:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the Ivy
League, and the Hidden Paths of Power can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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