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Is your knowledge of The Crusades less than tip-top? Maybe you're curious
about Columbus, or you're desperate to read about the Black Death in all its gory
detail? Whatever your starting point, this expert guide has it all - from kings,
knights and anti-Popes, to invasion, famine, the Magna Carta and Joan of Arc
(and a few rebellious peasants thrown in for good measure!). Get ready for a rip-
roaring ride through the political, religious and cultural life of the Middle Ages,
one of the most talked-about periods in history.

 

Medieval History for Dummies includes:

Part I: The Early Middle Ages
Chapter 1: The Middle Ages: When, Where, What, Who?
Chapter 2: The end of Rome and the not so ‘Dark Ages'.
Chapter 3: Angles, Saxons and Feudalism.
Chapter 4: The Carolingians grab their chance.
Chapter 5: Charlemagne - A new empire is born.

Part II: The Making of Europe
Chapter 6: The (Holy Roman) Empire Strikes Back.
Chapter 7: East Meets West: Islam in the Western Mediterranean.
Chapter 8: The Vikings: A threat from the north.
Chapter 9: Schism: The Church splits itself in two.
Chapter 10: The Normans:  The ‘real' Middle Ages begin.

Part III: ‘Holy War': Crusading at home and abroad.
Chapter 11: Crusade: A call to arms.
Chapter 12: The First Crusade
Chapter 13: England vs France & Pope vs Emperor
Chapter 14: The Second Crusade & The ‘Crusades at Home'
Chapter 15: Richard vs Saladin: The Third Crusade
Chapter 16: The later Crusades and other failures.

Part IV: Parliament, Priories, Provisions & Plague
Chapter 17:  John, Henry, Rudolf & Edward.
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Chapter 18: Monks & Merchants: The new power brokers
Chapter 19: The Papacy on Tour: Avignon and the Anti-Popes
Chapter 20: ‘God's Judgement?': The Black Death

Part V: The End of the Middle and the start of discovery.
Chapter 21: One Hundred Years of War
Chapter 22: The Peasants are Revolting
Chapter 23: Agincourt, Joan of Arc & the French recovery
Chapter 24: Columbus & The New World

Part VI: The Part of Tens
Chapter 25: Ten Rubbish Kings
Chapter 26: Ten Curious Medieval Pastimes
Chapter 27: Ten Great Castles
Chapter 28: Ten People Who Changed The World
Chapter 29: Ten Great Books (To read next)
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Editorial Review

Review
‘…a comprehensive guide to political, religious and cultural life in the Middle Ages.' (Medway Messenger,
June 2010).

From the Back Cover
Rattle through 1000 years of horrible history, from the fifth century to the sixteenth century

Famine, plague and public execution – the medieval period wasn't the best time for some, but heroic rulers
like Charlemagne, William the Conqueror and Henry V made sure that it was full of action. Brimming with
facts, this book helps you get under the skin of the people who lived at the time, from impoverished peasants
to opulent monarchs. From the Dark Ages to the Renaissance and all the upheavals in between, this book
takes the pain out of medieval history.

The Black Death – assess the deadly pandemic that swept through Britain and Europe killing millions of●

people
The Holy Roman Empire strikes back – understand how the empire fought to maintain its position●

Falling apart – witness the arrival of powerful armies from the east and invaders from the north, and the●

dramatic effects of religious schisms
Heading for the Holy Land – uncover the reasons why crusading became so popular, and ultimately so●

unsuccessful, between the eleventh and fourteenth centuries
Living in the medieval world – understand the lives of monks and monarchs, peasants and popes, and●

travellers and traders of the period
Waging conflicts, battles and wars – a look through the troubles that shaped the medieval age; from the●

fall of the Roman Empire to the Wars of the Roses

Open the book and find:

Why the peasants revolted●

Where Chaucer gained inspiration to write The Canterbury Tales●

Which religious groups fought for power●

How the Magna Carta shaped our present-day legal system●

Why the Vikings may have got to America before Columbus●

Profiles of the best and worst medieval monarchs●

How Joan of Arc made her name●

The great and grisly histories of surviving medieval castles●

Go to Dummies.com® for videos, step-by-step examples, how-to articles or to shop!

About the Author
Stephen Batchelor is Head of School for Creative and Visual Arts at MidKent College and has taught
ancient history and classical studies for many years. Stephen has written book reviews for Current
Archaeology and History Today, and is the author of The Ancient Greeks For Dummies.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Medieval History For Dummies. Try to face the book Medieval
History For Dummies as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Kelly Jackson:

This Medieval History For Dummies book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That
Medieval History For Dummies without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Medieval History For Dummies can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Medieval History For Dummies having very good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Glen Hall:

This Medieval History For Dummies usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Medieval History For Dummies can be among the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Medieval History For
Dummies forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Randi Adams:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is known as of book Medieval History For Dummies. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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