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For more than a decade, French journalist Nicolas Hénin has reported from the
front lines of conflict in the Middle East, much of his time spent in Iraq and
Syria. He witnessed the events leading to the rise of Islamic State, and in June
2013, he was himself captured by ISIS and spent ten months in captivity with
James Foley and others who were beheaded soon after Hénin was released.
Those barbarities, and the first strikes against Islamic State, prompted Hénin to
present in Jihad Academy what he knows IS to be, in contrast to the
misperceptions he sees perpetuated on an ongoing basis.

Hénin sees Islamic State as a political entity, having arisen out of a sense of
injustice and lack of hope, and as the natural result of the Western inability to
support Syrian democracy activists. The West, however, sees IS only as a
terrorist organization, ignoring its political message and goals; by doing so, we
act as a recruitment agent for Islamic State and largely overlook the greatest
victims of IS violence--civilians on the ground. IS will only be ultimately
defeated, he argues, by the people of the region, just as others have overthrown
groups that practiced political violence on their people.

Jihad Academy is a fresh and powerful assessment by a writer with the
perspective of a historian, the passion of a journalist long committed to the
region, and the credibility of someone who has witnessed terrorism first-hand.
Hénin's is an important new voice in the ongoing debate about our role in the
Middle East.
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For more than a decade, French journalist Nicolas Hénin has reported from the front lines of conflict in the
Middle East, much of his time spent in Iraq and Syria. He witnessed the events leading to the rise of Islamic
State, and in June 2013, he was himself captured by ISIS and spent ten months in captivity with James Foley
and others who were beheaded soon after Hénin was released. Those barbarities, and the first strikes against
Islamic State, prompted Hénin to present in Jihad Academy what he knows IS to be, in contrast to the
misperceptions he sees perpetuated on an ongoing basis.

Hénin sees Islamic State as a political entity, having arisen out of a sense of injustice and lack of hope, and
as the natural result of the Western inability to support Syrian democracy activists. The West, however, sees
IS only as a terrorist organization, ignoring its political message and goals; by doing so, we act as a
recruitment agent for Islamic State and largely overlook the greatest victims of IS violence--civilians on the
ground. IS will only be ultimately defeated, he argues, by the people of the region, just as others have
overthrown groups that practiced political violence on their people.

Jihad Academy is a fresh and powerful assessment by a writer with the perspective of a historian, the passion
of a journalist long committed to the region, and the credibility of someone who has witnessed terrorism
first-hand. Hénin's is an important new voice in the ongoing debate about our role in the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Densely packed with arguments relating to Syrian culture and politics, a plea for clarity and understanding
that rewards close reading." - Sunday Herald Life (Glasgow)

About the Author
A freelance journalist reporting for the news magazine Le Point, Arte television, and Radio France, Nicolas
Hénin has spent more than a decade reporting from the Middle East. He won the Prix du livre geopolitique
(Geopolitical book award) in 2015 for Jihad Academy, and before that the May Chidiac Prize for courage in
journalism. Before becoming a journalist, he completed a Masters degree in the history of international
relations. He lives with his family in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Jihad Academy: The Rise of
Islamic State. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Barbara Barnes:

Here thing why this kind of Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Jihad Academy: The
Rise of Islamic State. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State in e-book can be your choice.

Camille Wolfe:

This Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State can be on the list
of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Jihad Academy:



The Rise of Islamic State forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Herbert Knight:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Jihad Academy: The Rise of Islamic State, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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