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Ukiyo-e: 139 reproductions, grouped by artist, each accompanied by a
detailed commentary
 
This volume reproduces 139 Japanese woodblock colour prints by 43 famous
masters of ukiyo-e, the popular art of the 17th to the 19th century. The originals
are in the Riccar Art Museum in Tokyo, the world’s largest and most celebrated
collection of such prints. On account of their rarity and value, 87 of them have
been designated Japanese National Treasures or Major National Cultural
Heritage Items.

The introductory essay, "Ukiyo-e - Origins and History", by the Curator of the
Riccar Art Museum, Mitsunobu Sato, familiarizes the reader with the history of
this art form. This is followed by the chapter "Cherry - Wood - Blossom", in
which Thomas Zacharias, Professor at the Munich Academy of Art examines
the technique, content and style of Japanese prints and their influence on
European art at the turn of the century.

The major section of the book consists of the 139 reproductions, grouped by
artist, each accompanied by a detailed, sensitive commentary. Street scenes,
lovers’ trysts, festivals, portraits of courtesans and actors, landscapes and
travelogues - these are the motifs of the ukiyo-e print. The dominant theme,
however, is woman’s beauty, the grace of her posture and attitudes, and the
decorative aesthetics of her flowing garments. Amongst the most celebrated of
the artists featured here are Utamaro, with his beautiful courtesans and geishas;
Sharaku, with his portraits of actors on the kabuki stage; Hokusai, with his
landscapes, among them the "36 Views of Mount Fuji"; and Hiroshige, with his
"53 Stations on the Tokaido" and his "100 Views of Famous Places in and around
Edo".

The ten-page appendix includes a glossary of technical terms and biographies of
all 43 artists.
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popular art of the 17th to the 19th century. The originals are in the Riccar Art Museum in Tokyo, the
world’s largest and most celebrated collection of such prints. On account of their rarity and value, 87 of them
have been designated Japanese National Treasures or Major National Cultural Heritage Items.

The introductory essay, "Ukiyo-e - Origins and History", by the Curator of the Riccar Art Museum,
Mitsunobu Sato, familiarizes the reader with the history of this art form. This is followed by the chapter
"Cherry - Wood - Blossom", in which Thomas Zacharias, Professor at the Munich Academy of Art
examines the technique, content and style of Japanese prints and their influence on European art at the turn
of the century.

The major section of the book consists of the 139 reproductions, grouped by artist, each accompanied by a
detailed, sensitive commentary. Street scenes, lovers’ trysts, festivals, portraits of courtesans and actors,
landscapes and travelogues - these are the motifs of the ukiyo-e print. The dominant theme, however, is
woman’s beauty, the grace of her posture and attitudes, and the decorative aesthetics of her flowing
garments. Amongst the most celebrated of the artists featured here are Utamaro, with his beautiful
courtesans and geishas; Sharaku, with his portraits of actors on the kabuki stage; Hokusai, with his
landscapes, among them the "36 Views of Mount Fuji"; and Hiroshige, with his "53 Stations on the
Tokaido" and his "100 Views of Famous Places in and around Edo".

The ten-page appendix includes a glossary of technical terms and biographies of all 43 artists.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Un livre precieux, a faire partager." Maxi-livres, Paris"

About the Author
Gabriele Fahr-Becker studied art history, archaeology, and philosophy, and gained her doctorate from
Munich University in 1970 with a thesis on Art Nouveau. She has published numerous books on turn-of-the-
century art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Japanese Prints that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are
able to pick Japanese Prints become your starter.

Maria Tate:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Japanese Prints publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Japanese Prints as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Arthur Haynes:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Japanese Prints can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.



John Moore:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Japanese Prints can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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