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This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field and
shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of contemporary
world religions. Written by an experienced teacher, it covers all of the traditional
topics of anthropology of religion, including definitions and theories, beliefs,
symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines analytic and
conceptual discussion with up-to-date ethnography and theory.

Eller includes copious examples from religions around the world – both familiar
and unfamiliar – and two mini-case studies in each chapter. He also explores
classic and contemporary anthropological contributions to important but often
overlooked issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization,
religion in America, and new religious movements.

Introducing Anthropology of Religion demonstrates that anthropology is both
relevant and essential for understanding the world we inhabit today.
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This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field and shows how to apply an
anthropological approach to the study of contemporary world religions. Written by an experienced teacher, it
covers all of the traditional topics of anthropology of religion, including definitions and theories, beliefs,
symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines analytic and conceptual discussion with up-to-date
ethnography and theory.

Eller includes copious examples from religions around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar – and two
mini-case studies in each chapter. He also explores classic and contemporary anthropological contributions
to important but often overlooked issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization,
religion in America, and new religious movements.

Introducing Anthropology of Religion demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential for
understanding the world we inhabit today.
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Editorial Review

Review

'One of the most engaging, comprehensive, and compelling overviews of anthropology of religion ever
published. Eller successfully integrates and interprets a wide array of ethnographic information,
giving ample attention to both past contributions and contemporary perspectives.  Beginning students
and specialists alike will learn much from this volume.' - Stephen D. Glazier, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln 

About the Author

Jack David Eller teaches Anthropology at the Metropolitan State College of Denver.  His previous
publications include Violence and Culture: An Interdisciplinary and Cross-Cultural Approach (2005) and
Culture and the Real World: Core Concepts of Cultural Anthropology Applied to Contemporary World
Issues (2006).

 

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Introducing Anthropology of Religion:
Culture to the Ultimate book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dean Green:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate.



Ernest Tate:

Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Introducing
Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Sophie Clark:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate provide you with a new experience
in reading through a book.
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