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North Korea and South Korea are never far from the news headlines - one for the
alleged danger it poses to the world, the other for its apparent capitalist success
story. In Bipolar Orders, Hyung Gu Lynn analyzes the processes driving both
countries since the 1980s.

North Korea has experienced severe economic deterioration and increasing
international isolation, while South Korea has undergone democratization and
witnessed the emergence of a vibrant consumer culture. Paradoxically, this
growing gap in ideologies and material standards has led to improved relations
between the two countries. Why has this counterintuitive development occurred?
Is North Korea really a threat, and if so, for whom? This book provides a
substantive, accessible, and timely examination of the complex and compelling
histories of the two Koreas.
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North Korea and South Korea are never far from the news headlines - one for the alleged danger it poses to
the world, the other for its apparent capitalist success story. In Bipolar Orders, Hyung Gu Lynn analyzes the
processes driving both countries since the 1980s.

North Korea has experienced severe economic deterioration and increasing international isolation, while
South Korea has undergone democratization and witnessed the emergence of a vibrant consumer culture.
Paradoxically, this growing gap in ideologies and material standards has led to improved relations between
the two countries. Why has this counterintuitive development occurred? Is North Korea really a threat, and if
so, for whom? This book provides a substantive, accessible, and timely examination of the complex and
compelling histories of the two Koreas.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Lynn's book is a rich and elegant tour de force that both informs and challenges conventional perspectives
on the two Koreas on multiple levels, from politics to popular culture, and re-affirms the importance of
understanding the present and future of the divided peninsula in the context of its deeply-textured past.
Among the plethora of recent books on Korea, this is one that truly stands out-a "must-read" for anyone
interested in contemporary Korea, professional and layman alike.' Carter J. Eckert, Yoon Se Young Professor
of Korean History, Harvard University 'This book reflects the diversity of the author's long experiences on
the Korean Peninsula and gives a vivid sense of the great variety of people that inhabit North and South
Korea. It is an effective and dynamic work that argues that there is no "end of history" for the two Koreas.'
Tae Gyun Park, Seoul National University 'Hyung Gu Lynn has written a concise, well-judged and most
useful analysis of the Korean peninsula since the fall of the Berlin Wall. South Korea's continuing
democratization and development toward the 10th-ranking industrial power of the world, combined with
North Korea's unexpected persistence since 1989, both raise important questions about the 'end of history'
narrative.' Bruce Cumings, University of Chicago 'This book will serve as a good introductory analysis to the
complexity of the post-1989 Korean arena for Asian studies, political science and even economics students,
as well as for policy makes who strive to understand what is happening in the Korean Peninsula.' Alon
Levkowitz, Tel-Aviv University, Pacific Affairs

About the Author

Hyung Gu Lynn is the AECL/KECPO Chair in Korean Research at the University of British Columbia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

This Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since 1989 (Global History of the Present) book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since 1989 (Global History of the Present)
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since 1989 (Global History of the Present) can bring whenever you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since 1989 (Global History of the Present) having
great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Domingo Adams:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a



book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas
Since 1989 (Global History of the Present) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alan Sarno:

You can obtain this Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since 1989 (Global History of the Present) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Marion Driskell:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since
1989 (Global History of the Present) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Bipolar Orders: The Two Koreas Since
1989 (Global History of the Present) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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