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In the 1980s, a sea change occurred in comics. Fueled by Art Spiegel- man and
Françoise Mouly's avant-garde anthology Raw and the launch of the Love &
Rockets series by Gilbert, Jaime, and Mario Hernandez, the decade saw a deluge
of comics that were more autobiographical, emotionally realistic, and
experimental than anything seen before. These alternative comics were not the
scatological satires of the 1960s underground, nor were they brightly colored
newspaper strips or superhero comic books.

In Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature, Charles Hatfield establishes the
parameters of alternative comics by closely examining long-form comics, in
particular the graphic novel. He argues that these are fundamentally a literary
form and offers an extensive critical study of them both as a literary genre and as
a cultural phenomenon. Combining sharp-eyed readings and illustrations from
particular texts with a larger understanding of the comics as an art form, this
book discusses the development of specific genres, such as autobiography and
history.

Alternative Comics analyzes such seminal works as Spiegelman's Maus, Gilbert
Hernandez's Palomar: The Heartbreak Soup Stories, and Justin Green's Binky
Brown Meets the Holy Virgin Mary. Hatfield explores how issues outside of
cartooning-the marketplace, production demands, work schedules-can affect the
final work. Using Hernandez's Palomar as an example, he shows how
serialization may determine the way a cartoonist structures a narrative. In a close
look at Maus, Binky Brown, and Harvey Pekar's American Splendor, Hatfield
teases out the complications of creating biography and autobiography in a
substantially visual medium, and shows how creators approach these issues in
radically different ways.

Charles Hatfield, Canyon Country, California, is an assistant professor of English
at California State University, Northridge. His work has been published in
ImageTexT, Inks: Cartoon and Comic Art Studies, Children's Literature
Association Quarterly, the Comics Journal, and other periodicals.

See the author's Web site at www.csun.edu/~ch76854/.
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In the 1980s, a sea change occurred in comics. Fueled by Art Spiegel- man and Françoise Mouly's avant-
garde anthology Raw and the launch of the Love & Rockets series by Gilbert, Jaime, and Mario Hernandez,
the decade saw a deluge of comics that were more autobiographical, emotionally realistic, and experimental
than anything seen before. These alternative comics were not the scatological satires of the 1960s
underground, nor were they brightly colored newspaper strips or superhero comic books.

In Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature, Charles Hatfield establishes the parameters of alternative
comics by closely examining long-form comics, in particular the graphic novel. He argues that these are
fundamentally a literary form and offers an extensive critical study of them both as a literary genre and as a
cultural phenomenon. Combining sharp-eyed readings and illustrations from particular texts with a larger
understanding of the comics as an art form, this book discusses the development of specific genres, such as
autobiography and history.

Alternative Comics analyzes such seminal works as Spiegelman's Maus, Gilbert Hernandez's Palomar: The
Heartbreak Soup Stories, and Justin Green's Binky Brown Meets the Holy Virgin Mary. Hatfield explores
how issues outside of cartooning-the marketplace, production demands, work schedules-can affect the final
work. Using Hernandez's Palomar as an example, he shows how serialization may determine the way a
cartoonist structures a narrative. In a close look at Maus, Binky Brown, and Harvey Pekar's American
Splendor, Hatfield teases out the complications of creating biography and autobiography in a substantially
visual medium, and shows how creators approach these issues in radically different ways.

Charles Hatfield, Canyon Country, California, is an assistant professor of English at California State
University, Northridge. His work has been published in ImageTexT, Inks: Cartoon and Comic Art Studies,
Children's Literature Association Quarterly, the Comics Journal, and other periodicals.

See the author's Web site at www.csun.edu/~ch76854/.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This critical study is written for people who take comics seriously. Hatfield, an assistant professor of English
at California State University, successfully establishes a historical and theoretical framework in which
graphic novels can be considered "literature." He begins with the 1960s comix movement, when people
began creating graphic fiction that improvised on personal and social themes, and he shows how that artistic
impulse has continued to develop. Along the way, he confronts the kind of serious questions that accompany
the birth of a new genre of literature, examining Gilbert Hernandez's use of extreme temporal and thematic
shifts in Love & Rockets and Harvey Pekar and Art Spiegelman's use of exaggerated cartoons to present
tragic real-life experiences. Insights into these issues emerge from a sometimes exhausting survey of critical
theory and an invigorating close reading of important comics. Hatfield recognizes the real-world limitations
of alternative comics and graphic novels, but he also sees their potential for stimulating readers' appreciation
of life. It's hard to imagine anyone coming away from this book without new insights, a deeper respect for
comics as a challenging artistic form and sharper reading skills to use when enjoying new comics.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
An outgrowth from the underground comics of the 1960s, alternative comics took shape in the 1980s in such
serial publications as the Hernandez brothers' Love and Rockets and the anthology raw, edited by Art
Spiegelman, whose Maus later ratified comics as a literary form. Hatfield shows how the movement rejected
mainstream comics by snubbing old genres; developing such new ones as autobiography, history, and
journalism; employing a wider range of graphic styles; and incorporating international influences. After an
overview of the movement, Hatfield focuses on some seminal works in detailed, lucid readings of such
milestones as Gilbert Hernandez's Palomar and Justin Green's Binky Brown, as well as autobiographical
comics by Harvey Pekar, Robert Crumb, Daniel Clowes, and others. Knowledgeable and erudite, Hatfield
makes a compelling case for at least the comics he examines as worthy of serious attention. If his jargon
occasionally makes hard slogging for nonacademics (such as when he discusses theories anent the comics-
reading process), anyone interested in investigating comics as a serious literary form could find no better
starting place. Gordon Flagg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Inside Flap
An exploration of the potential for self-expression found in groundbreaking comics and graphic novels

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cecil Atkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature.
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Ericka McCall:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature has
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Alternative Comics: An
Emerging Literature. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

James Newman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature as
your daily resource information.

Carol Rosborough:

Beside that Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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