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First published in 1955, They Thought They Were Free is an eloquent and
provocative examination of the development of fascism in Germany. Mayer’s
book is a study of ten Germans and their lives from 1933-45, based on interviews
he conducted after the war when he lived in Germany. Mayer had a position as a
research professor at the University of Frankfurt and lived in a nearby small
Hessian town which he disguised with the name “Kronenberg.” “These ten men
were not men of distinction,” Mayer noted, but they had been members of the
Nazi Party; Mayer wanted to discover what had made them Nazis.

“What happened here was the gradual habituation of the people, little by little, to
being governed by surprise; to receiving decisions deliberated in secret; to
believing that the situation was so complicated that the government had to act on
information which the people could not understand, or so dangerous that, even if
the people could not understand it, it could not be released because of national
security. And their sense of identification with Hitler, their trust in him, made it
easier to widen this gap and reassured those who would otherwise have worried
about it.”--from Chapter 13, “But Then It Was Too Late”
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Editorial Review

Review

"Among the many books written on Germany after the collapse of Hitler's Thousand Year Reich, this book
by Milton Mayer is one of the most readable and most enlightening."
(Hans Kohn New York Times Book Review)

"It is a fascinating story and a deeply moving one. And it is a story that should make people pause and
think—think not only about the Germans, but also about themselves."
(Ernest S. Pisko Christian Science Monitor)

"Writing as a liberal American journalist of German descent and Jewish religious persuasion Mr. Mayer
aims—and in the opinion of this reviewer largely succeeds—at scrupulous fairness and unsparing honesty. It
is this that gives his book its muscular punch."
(Walter L. Dorn Saturday Review)

"Once again the German problem is at the center of our politics. No better, or more humane, or more literate
discussion of its underlying nature could be had than in this book."
(August Heckscher New York Herald Tribune)

About the Author

Milton Sanford Mayer (1908-1986) was a journalist and educator. He was the author of about a dozen
books.

He studied at the University of Chicago from 1925 to 1928 but he did not earn a degree; in 1942 he told the
Saturday Evening Post that he was "placed on permanent probation for throwing beer bottles out a dormitory
window." He was a reporter for the Associated Press, the Chicago Evening Post, and the Chicago Evening
American. He wrote a monthly column in the Progressive for over forty years. He won the George Polk
Memorial Award and the Benjamin Franklin Citation for Journalism.

He worked for the University of Chicago in its public relations office and lectured in its Great Books
Program. He also taught at the University of Massachusetts, Hampshire College, and the University of
Louisville. He was an adviser to Robert M. Hutchins when Hutchins founded the Center for the Study of
Democratic Institutions.

Mayer was a conscientious objector during World War II but after the war traveled to Germany and lived
with German families. Those experiences informed his most influential book They Thought They Were Free:
The Germans, 1933-45.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ashley Paul:

Here thing why this kind of They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45 are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of They Thought
They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45 in e-book can be your choice.

Penny Stout:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45, you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Kevin Adams:

You may get this They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45 by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Karen Garcia:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45 can make you sense more interested to
read.
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