
Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for
Realistic Radicals

By Saul Alinsky

Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals By Saul
Alinsky

First published in 1971, Rules for Radicals is Saul Alinsky's impassioned counsel
to young radicals on how to effect constructive social change and know “the
difference between being a realistic radical and being a rhetorical one.” Written
in the midst of radical political developments whose direction Alinsky was one of
the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best. Like Thomas Paine
before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the
intensity of political engagement with an absolute insistence on rational political
discourse and adherence to the American democratic tradition.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Alinsky is that rarity in American life, a superlative organizer, strategist, and tactician who is also a social
philosopher.”
—Charles E. Silberman

“He cannot be bought; he cannot be intimidated; and he breaks all the rules.”
—The Economist (London)

“I consider him to be one of the few really great men of our century.”
—Jacques Maritain

From the Trade Paperback edition.

From the Inside Flap
This primers tells the "have-nots" how they can organize to achieve real political power for the practice of
true democracy.

About the Author
Saul Alinsky was born in Chicago in 1909 and educated first in the streets of that city and then in its
university. Graduate work at the University of Chicago in criminology introduced him to the Capone gang,
and later to Joliet State Prison, where he studied prison life. He founded what is known today as the Alinsky
ideology and Alinsky concepts of mass organization for power. His work in organizing the poor to fight for
their rights as citizens has been internationally recognized. In the late 1930s he organized the Back of the
Yards area in Chicago (the neighborhood made famous in Upton Sinclair's The Jungle). Subsequently,
through the Industrial Areas Foundation which he began in 1940, Mr. Alinsky and his staff helped to
organize communities not only in Chicago but throughout the country. He later turned his attentions to the
middle class, creating a training institute for organizers. He died in 1972.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Hacker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals
as your daily resource information.



Patricia Glover:

This Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Howard Joyce:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals when you necessary it?
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