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Renowned scholar Stephen Skowronek's insights have fundamentally altered our
understanding of the American presidency. His "political time" thesis has been
particularly influential, revealing how presidents reckon with the work of their
predecessors, situate their power within recent political events, and assert their
authority in the service of change. In the original edition of this book, Skowronek
revisited that thesis to make better sense of the presidencies of Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush. In this new edition, he also addresses the first two years of
Barack Obama's presidency.

Already considered a classic and widely used in courses on the presidency,
Skowronek's book has greatly expanded our understanding of and debates over
the politics of leadership. It clarifies the typical political problems that presidents
confront in political time, as well as the likely effects of their working through
them, and considers contemporary innovations in our political system that bear
on the leadership patterns from the more distant past. Drawing out parallels in the
politics of leadership between Andrew Jackson and Franklin Roosevelt and
between James Polk and John Kennedy, it develops a new and revealing
perspective on the presidential leadership of Clinton, Bush, and now Obama.

In this edition, Skowronek devotes an entirely new chapter to Obama's
presidency and its prospects for becoming transformational-like the presidencies
of Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, FDR, and Reagan, all of whom succeeded to
varying degrees in reconstructing the playing field of national politics. Along the
way, he wonders if this kind of leadership is still even possible, given the current
divided state of the American polity. He also takes a fresh look at the impact of
the twenty-four-hour news cycle, of a more disciplined and homogeneous
Republican party, of conservative advocacy of the "unitary theory" of the
executive, and of progressive disillusionment with the presidency as an
institution.

A provocative review of presidential history, Skowronek's book brims with fresh
insights and opens a window on the institution of the executive office and the
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workings of the American political system as a whole. Intellectually satisfying
for scholars, it also provides an accessible volume for students and general
readers interested in the American presidency.
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Renowned scholar Stephen Skowronek's insights have fundamentally altered our understanding of the
American presidency. His "political time" thesis has been particularly influential, revealing how presidents
reckon with the work of their predecessors, situate their power within recent political events, and assert their
authority in the service of change. In the original edition of this book, Skowronek revisited that thesis to
make better sense of the presidencies of Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. In this new edition, he also
addresses the first two years of Barack Obama's presidency.

Already considered a classic and widely used in courses on the presidency, Skowronek's book has greatly
expanded our understanding of and debates over the politics of leadership. It clarifies the typical political
problems that presidents confront in political time, as well as the likely effects of their working through
them, and considers contemporary innovations in our political system that bear on the leadership patterns
from the more distant past. Drawing out parallels in the politics of leadership between Andrew Jackson and
Franklin Roosevelt and between James Polk and John Kennedy, it develops a new and revealing perspective
on the presidential leadership of Clinton, Bush, and now Obama.

In this edition, Skowronek devotes an entirely new chapter to Obama's presidency and its prospects for
becoming transformational-like the presidencies of Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, FDR, and Reagan, all of
whom succeeded to varying degrees in reconstructing the playing field of national politics. Along the way,
he wonders if this kind of leadership is still even possible, given the current divided state of the American
polity. He also takes a fresh look at the impact of the twenty-four-hour news cycle, of a more disciplined and
homogeneous Republican party, of conservative advocacy of the "unitary theory" of the executive, and of
progressive disillusionment with the presidency as an institution.

A provocative review of presidential history, Skowronek's book brims with fresh insights and opens a
window on the institution of the executive office and the workings of the American political system as a
whole. Intellectually satisfying for scholars, it also provides an accessible volume for students and general
readers interested in the American presidency.
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Editorial Review

Review
“With this brilliant work, Skowronek scans the centuries to illuminate the dynamics that have made some
presidents the master of political time—and others its victim.”—Ron Brownstein, Los Angeles Times
national affairs columnist “A brilliant, provocative reading of presidential history that sparkles with
originality and insight.”—Richard Ellis, author of Founding the American Presidency

From the Back Cover
"With this brilliant work, Skowronek scans the centuries to illuminate the dynamics that have made some
presidents the master of political time--and others its victim."--Ron Brownstein, Los Angeles Times national
affairs columnist

"A brilliant, provocative reading of presidential history that sparkles with originality and insight."--Richard
Ellis, author of Founding the American Presidency

About the Author
Stephen Skowronek is Pelatiah Perit Professor of Political Science at Yale University. In addition to The
Politics Presidents Make--winner of the J. David Greenstone Prize and the Richard E. Neustadt Prize--he is
author of Building a New American State and coauthor with Karen Orren of The Search for American
Political Development.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal
Second Edition, Revised and Expanded. Try to make the book Presidential Leadership in Political Time:
Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition, Revised and Expanded as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ronald Stallings:

The book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition, Revised and
Expanded make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading through a book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal
Second Edition, Revised and Expanded to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like



open and read a reserve Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition,
Revised and Expanded. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Winford Patterson:

The book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition, Revised and
Expanded can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the great thing like a book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and
Reappraisal Second Edition, Revised and Expanded? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition,
Revised and Expanded has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Carroll:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and
Reappraisal Second Edition, Revised and Expanded was bright colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal Second Edition,
Revised and Expanded has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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