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From tales of chivalrous knights to the barbarity of trial by ordeal, no era has
been a greater source of awe, horror, and wonder than the Middle Ages. In
handsomely crafted prose, and with the grace and authority of his extraordinary
gift for narrative history, William Manchester leads us from a civilization
tottering on the brink of collapse to the grandeur of its rebirth-the dense
explosion of energy that spawned some of history's greatest poets, philosophers,
painters, adventurers, and reformers, as well as some of its most spectacular
villains- the Renaissance.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
It speaks to the failure of medieval Europe, writes popular historian William Manchester, that "in the year
1500, after a thousand years of neglect, the roads built by the Romans were still the best on the continent."
European powers were so absorbed in destroying each other and in suppressing peasant revolts and religious
reform that they never quite got around to realizing the possibilities of contemporary innovations in public
health, civil engineering, and other peaceful pursuits. Instead, they waged war in faraway lands, created and
lost fortunes, and squandered millions of lives. For all the wastefulness of medieval societies, however,
Manchester notes, the era created the foundation for the extraordinary creative explosion of the Renaissance.
Drawing on a cast of characters numbering in the hundreds, Manchester does a solid job of reconstructing
the medieval world, although some scholars may disagree with his interpretations.

From Publishers Weekly
Manchester's marvelously vivid popular history humanizes the tumultuous span from the Dark Ages to the
Renaissance. A one-week PW bestseller in cloth. Illustrations.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- An absorbing and readable history, beginning with the collapse of Rome and ending with the
redawning of intellectual pursuits in the Renaissance. Manchester's vivid descriptions of the misery and
ignorance of the Middle Ages are the background for the second and main section of his book, which he calls
the "shattering,"--the collapse of essentially unified thought and the rebirth of the pursuit of knowledge. His
last section focuses on Magellan and his historic voyage, described as a primary event in contributing to
Western man's changing view of the world. The story of his efforts to obtain backing for his venture is
engrossing; the difficulties of the voyage are made real enough to feel.
- Philip D. Winters, Thomas Jefferson Sci-Tech, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A World Lit Only by Fire: The Medieval Mind and the
Renaissance: Portrait of an Age.



Margaret Head:

Why? Because this A World Lit Only by Fire: The Medieval Mind and the Renaissance: Portrait of an Age is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Veronica Mei:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is A World Lit Only by Fire: The Medieval Mind and the Renaissance: Portrait of an Age this
e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Blair Chappell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and A World Lit Only by Fire: The
Medieval Mind and the Renaissance: Portrait of an Age as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A World Lit Only by Fire: The Medieval
Mind and the Renaissance: Portrait of an Age to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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