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Accessible to students with no background in the subject, A Contemporary
Introduction to Free Will provides an extensive and up-to-date overview of all
the latest views on this central problem of philosophy. Opening with a concise
introduction to the history of the problem of free will--and its place in the history
of philosophy--the book then turns to contemporary debates and theories about
free will, determinism, and related subjects like moral responsibility, coercion,
compulsion, autonomy, agency, rationality, freedom, and more. Classical
compatibilist and new compatibilist theories of free will are considered along
with the latest incompatibilist or libertarian theories and the most recent skeptical
challenges to free will. Separate chapters are devoted to the relation of free will
to moral responsibility and ethics; to modern science; and to religious questions
about predestination, divine foreknowledge, and human freedom. Numerous
down-to-earth examples and challenging thought experiments enliven the text.
The book is an ideal addition to introduction to philosophy, metaphysics, and free
will courses.
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Accessible to students with no background in the subject, A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will
provides an extensive and up-to-date overview of all the latest views on this central problem of philosophy.
Opening with a concise introduction to the history of the problem of free will--and its place in the history of
philosophy--the book then turns to contemporary debates and theories about free will, determinism, and
related subjects like moral responsibility, coercion, compulsion, autonomy, agency, rationality, freedom, and
more. Classical compatibilist and new compatibilist theories of free will are considered along with the latest
incompatibilist or libertarian theories and the most recent skeptical challenges to free will. Separate chapters
are devoted to the relation of free will to moral responsibility and ethics; to modern science; and to religious
questions about predestination, divine foreknowledge, and human freedom. Numerous down-to-earth
examples and challenging thought experiments enliven the text. The book is an ideal addition to introduction
to philosophy, metaphysics, and free will courses.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book, by far, stands alone as the best book to introduce this topic to the introductory philosophy
student. It is stellar. . . . Kane is a master at capturing the kernel of even the most challenging and intricate
issues in the free will debate, showing their structures and displaying an underlying simplicity."--Michael
McKenna, Ithaca College

"With admirable clarity and on the basis of the most comprehensive knowledge of the subject, Professor
Kane charts a way through a jungle of arguments, counterarguments, and rebuttals of those arguments. . . .
His use of vivid images (such as the images of Incompatibilist Mountain and the garden of the forking paths)
contributes to making the book a delightful read."--Ulrike Heuer, University of Pennsylvania

"Any educated person willing to make the effort can now read Kane's inclusive, careful and accessible book
and know that he or she is familiar with the free-will problem and with the current state of human
understanding of it. . . .A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will will replace all other introductions to the
subject." --The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Robert Kane is at University of Texas, Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Pratt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Contemporary
Introduction to Free Will. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Melvin Bragg:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one would



work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will as the daily resource
information.

Roxie Lloyd:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A
Contemporary Introduction to Free Will, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Frances Coffey:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will
or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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