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747 is the thrilling story behind "the Queen of the Skies"—the Boeing 747—as
told by Joe Sutter, one of the most celebrated engineers of the twentieth century,
who spearheaded its design and construction. Sutter's vivid narrative takes us
back to a time when American technology was cutting-edge and jet travel was
still glamorous and new. With wit and warmth, he gives an insider's sense of the
larger than life-size personalities—and the tensions—in the aeronautical world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As leader of the Boeing company's design and engineering team that created the 747—the world's first wide-
body, twin-aisle airplane—Sutter had perhaps the best overall view of all aspects of the 747's development in
the mid 1960s. This engaging look at the technical, political and corporate forces that clashed over the 747
adds important details to Clive Irving's 1993 Wide-Body: The Triumph of the 747. Sutter's descriptions of the
furious pace his team had to maintain proves his assertion that the 747's development process closely
resembled that of aviation's colorful early days. It is fascinating to read that while the 747 later became
Boeing's crowning achievement, with variations of the plane continuing to remain popular during the past
three decades, various Boeing executives during the '60s "were taken in by the enticing vision" of supersonic
transports like the Concorde, and Sutter had to fight "every step of the way to get the 747 designed, built,
certified, and into service." 8-page b&w photo insert, 20 b&w photos throughout, not seen by PW. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The chief engineer of the 747 here recounts his experience designing one of the most iconic airplanes in
aviation history. At pains to dispel the perception that the humpbacked behemoth was a one-man show,
Sutter mentions many colleagues as he relates a process that partook as much of intra- and intercorporate
diplomacy as of nuts-and-bolts engineering. Indeed the narrative dynamic arises from the interaction of
technical problems with the nonengineering concerns of the Boeing hierarchy. The company was in deep
financial trouble at the time of development (1965-70), as its supersonic transport project hemorrhaged
money. Pressure on Sutter was intense both to expedite the 747 and slash costs; in the book's climax, Sutter
faces down the executives' demand that he fire thousands of his engineers. Sutter's story also revels in the
intuition and technical precision that resulted in the 747's distinctive appearance and capabilities. Replete
with energetic anecdotes from Sutter's non-747 life, this memoir will fascinate fans of aviation. Gilbert
Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“As magnificent and soaring as the big bird itself, Joe Sutter’s true story is . . . fascinating.” (Homer Hickam,
author of Rocket Boys)

“Sutter had perhaps the best overall view of all aspects of the 747’s development in the mid 1960s.”
(Publishers Weekly)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet and Other
Adventures from a Life in Aviation.

Mary Sexton:

The book 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like
a book 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet and
Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christina McMullen:

The book 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation will bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book 747: Creating the World's First Jumbo Jet
and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ralph Scott:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking 747: Creating the World's First
Jumbo Jet and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick 747: Creating
the World's First Jumbo Jet and Other Adventures from a Life in Aviation become your own starter.
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