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From adventurer, explorer, photographer, writer, pied piper Peter Beard—eleven
irresistible tales, told to his daughter in his tented encampment at Hog Ranch,
Kenya, about life, about living, about Africa.

He writes of the East African hills he came to know so well over four decades,
where time slows to infinity in a great bottomless, bottle green underwater world
. . . about Nairobi in the 1950s, still a quaint, eccentric pioneer town, full of
characters of all stripes and tribes, where rhinoceros roamed the streets and local
residents went to the movies in pajamas.

He writes of the camp he built twelve miles outside of Nairobi so that he would
never be off safari, a forty-acre patch of bush called Hog Ranch (abutting Karen
Blixen’s plantation), named for the families of warthogs who wandered into
camp, a camp populated with waterbuck, suni, dik-diks, leopard, giraffe, and
occasionally lion and buffalo.

In “Big Pig at Hog Ranch,” Beard tells the story of Thaka (translation from the
Kikuyu: “handsome stud”), Hog Ranch’s number-one, fearsome, 300-pound
warthog, who came into camp and dropped to the ground happy for a vigorous
tummy rub, and who one night, “lying in his favorite position, munching on corn
and barbeque chicken,” was encroached upon by a bristly haired, wild-looking
boar hog. All three hundred pounds of Thaka exploded straight at the hairy
intruder, the two brutish, bony heads crashing together thundering through the
camp and Peter witnessed the unleashed power—the bullish strength—of the
wild pig . . .

In “Roping Rhino,” Beard tells of his first job in Africa, rounding up and
relocating rhinos for the Kenya Game Department with his cohort and neighbor,
a weather-beaten native of Old Kenya who thrived on danger and refused to
bathe—and of the enormous silver-backed rhino bull that became their Moby
Dick . . .

He writes of his quest to photograph overpopulated and habitat-destroying
elephants for Life magazine on the eve of Kenya’s independence . . . of his close
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encounter with the legendary man-eating lions of “Starvo” (descendants of the
famed beasts rumored to be immune to bullets, who in the late nineteenth century
halted the construction of the Mombasa railroad, devouring railroad workers and
snatching sleeping passengers from their Pullman berths in the dead of night to
make a meal of them), who charged the author, “coming in slow motion, like a
bullet train erupting out of a tunnel, soundless, like an ancient force.”

He tells of his round-the-clock adventure tracking and studying crocodiles with a
game warden–biologist at Lake Rudolf, a tale that begins with one crewmember
being grabbed from behind by a ten-foot crocodile and another doing battle with
an almost prehistoric monster fish—a 200-pound Great Nile perch! . . . and he
writes of the final wildlife encounter that ended his safari days, an incident that
proved Karen Blixen’s motto: “Be bold, be bold . . . be not too bold.”

Zara’s Tales confirms to our constant surprise and delight that “nothing out of
the ordinary happens. It’s just Africa, after all.”
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From adventurer, explorer, photographer, writer, pied piper Peter Beard—eleven irresistible tales, told to his
daughter in his tented encampment at Hog Ranch, Kenya, about life, about living, about Africa.

He writes of the East African hills he came to know so well over four decades, where time slows to infinity
in a great bottomless, bottle green underwater world . . . about Nairobi in the 1950s, still a quaint, eccentric
pioneer town, full of characters of all stripes and tribes, where rhinoceros roamed the streets and local
residents went to the movies in pajamas.

He writes of the camp he built twelve miles outside of Nairobi so that he would never be off safari, a forty-
acre patch of bush called Hog Ranch (abutting Karen Blixen’s plantation), named for the families of
warthogs who wandered into camp, a camp populated with waterbuck, suni, dik-diks, leopard, giraffe, and
occasionally lion and buffalo.

In “Big Pig at Hog Ranch,” Beard tells the story of Thaka (translation from the Kikuyu: “handsome stud”),
Hog Ranch’s number-one, fearsome, 300-pound warthog, who came into camp and dropped to the ground
happy for a vigorous tummy rub, and who one night, “lying in his favorite position, munching on corn and
barbeque chicken,” was encroached upon by a bristly haired, wild-looking boar hog. All three hundred
pounds of Thaka exploded straight at the hairy intruder, the two brutish, bony heads crashing together
thundering through the camp and Peter witnessed the unleashed power—the bullish strength—of the wild pig
. . .

In “Roping Rhino,” Beard tells of his first job in Africa, rounding up and relocating rhinos for the Kenya
Game Department with his cohort and neighbor, a weather-beaten native of Old Kenya who thrived on
danger and refused to bathe—and of the enormous silver-backed rhino bull that became their Moby Dick . . .

He writes of his quest to photograph overpopulated and habitat-destroying elephants for Life magazine on
the eve of Kenya’s independence . . . of his close encounter with the legendary man-eating lions of “Starvo”
(descendants of the famed beasts rumored to be immune to bullets, who in the late nineteenth century halted
the construction of the Mombasa railroad, devouring railroad workers and snatching sleeping passengers
from their Pullman berths in the dead of night to make a meal of them), who charged the author, “coming in
slow motion, like a bullet train erupting out of a tunnel, soundless, like an ancient force.”

He tells of his round-the-clock adventure tracking and studying crocodiles with a game warden–biologist at
Lake Rudolf, a tale that begins with one crewmember being grabbed from behind by a ten-foot crocodile and
another doing battle with an almost prehistoric monster fish—a 200-pound Great Nile perch! . . . and he
writes of the final wildlife encounter that ended his safari days, an incident that proved Karen Blixen’s
motto: “Be bold, be bold . . . be not too bold.”

Zara’s Tales confirms to our constant surprise and delight that “nothing out of the ordinary happens. It’s just
Africa, after all.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Beard's memoir, dedicated to his daughter, Zara, has the delicious suspense of a tale told to a child—one
who knows the teller escaped to tell his story. An adventurer with a conservationist's calling (preserving East
Africa's wildlife) and a photographer's craft, Beard captures "the old world, the wild life, the wild animals,
and the wonderful things we may or may not have left behind" with words and pictures (some photographs,
some drawings and lots of "dawdles and dipsy doodles"). Monster lions offer "a midnight fright-night
incident so dark and sudden I can only tell it to Zara in the daytime," and a large crocodile takes up residence
at a camp site. There are moments of quiet beauty, as when "a family of giraffes float past our open tents like
shimmering ghosts in the moonlight," and wild days with "the most eccentric local animal trapper in the
history of this eccentric calling." Occasionally Beard meditates on life or remonstrates on the factors
threatening it. The bongos Beard captures on film and the elephants he does not manage to outrun hold the
book's center. Although Beard's adventures abound, at heart this is a father's memoir for his daughter.
Composed with a writer's ear and a photographer's eye, this is a book to share, something for both the young
Zaras and the sophisticated Peters. 145 illus.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
An animal-loving New Yorker, Beard lost his heart to Africa as a boy. He acquired 40 acres adjacent to
Karen Blixen's Kenyan coffee plantation, and soon devoted himself to photographing wildlife and assisting
in conservation efforts. It's been a long time since Beard last produced a book, and this is a gem. Writing
with both tough-guy nonchalance and contemplative lyricism, he recounts the true-life adventure tales he
often told his daughter, Zara, when she was a young girl enamored of Thaka, an enormous warthog who
became a favorite pet. Handsomely illustrated with Beard's photographs, these captivating and hair-raising
escapades date back decades to the days when lions strolled through Nairobi, and Beard and his intrepid
cohorts risked life and limb to capture mighty rhinos and gigantic Nile crocodiles. He has survived a near
drowning, the charge of a lion, and, most traumatically, an elephant attack, brushes with death that have
made life all the more precious to him. At once dashing and philosophical, Beard celebrates the
astonishments of nature, and expresses hope that we'll figure out how to live in harmony with what little
wildlife still graces the planet. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Beard’s memoir, dedicated to his daughter, Zara, has the delicious suspense of a tale told to a child — one
who knows the teller escaped to tell his story . . . There are moments of quiet beauty . . . and wild days . . .
Composed with a writer’s ear and a photographer’s eye, this is a book to share, something for both the young
Zaras and sophisticated Peters.
–Publishers Weekly

“A gem. [Written] with both tough-guy nonchalance and contemplative lyricisim . . . Handsomely illustrated
with Beard’s photographs . . . Captivating and hair-raising escapades . . . At once dashing and philosophical.
–Donna Seaman, Booklist
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Zara's Tales:
Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Elizabeth Parker:

This Zara's Tales: Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Zara's Tales: Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa can be
on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Zara's
Tales: Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Christopher Larsen:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Zara's Tales: Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Jonathan Carney:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Zara's Tales: Perilous Escapades in
Equatorial Africa is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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