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In this concise and engaging analysis of rock music, music theorist Ken
Stephenson explores the features that make this internationally popular music
distinct from earlier music styles. The author offers a guided tour of rock music
from the 1950s to the present, emphasizing the theoretical underpinnings of the
style and, for the first time, systematically focusing not on rock music’s history
or sociology, but on the structural aspects of the music itself.

What structures normally happen in rock music? What theoretical systems or
models might best explain them? The book addresses these questions and more in
chapters devoted to phrase rhythm, scales, key determination, cadences,
harmonic palette and succession, and form. Each chapter provides richly detailed
analyses of individual rock pieces from groups including Chicago; the Beatles;
Emerson, Lake, and Palmer; Kansas; and others. Stephenson shows how rock
music is stylistically unique, and he demonstrates how the features that make it
distinct have tended to remain constant throughout the past half-century and
within most substyles. For music students at the college level and for practicing
rock musicians who desire a deeper understanding of their music, this book is an
essential resource.
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In this concise and engaging analysis of rock music, music theorist Ken Stephenson explores the features that
make this internationally popular music distinct from earlier music styles. The author offers a guided tour of
rock music from the 1950s to the present, emphasizing the theoretical underpinnings of the style and, for the
first time, systematically focusing not on rock music’s history or sociology, but on the structural aspects of
the music itself.

What structures normally happen in rock music? What theoretical systems or models might best explain
them? The book addresses these questions and more in chapters devoted to phrase rhythm, scales, key
determination, cadences, harmonic palette and succession, and form. Each chapter provides richly detailed
analyses of individual rock pieces from groups including Chicago; the Beatles; Emerson, Lake, and Palmer;
Kansas; and others. Stephenson shows how rock music is stylistically unique, and he demonstrates how the
features that make it distinct have tended to remain constant throughout the past half-century and within
most substyles. For music students at the college level and for practicing rock musicians who desire a deeper
understanding of their music, this book is an essential resource.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"Ken Stephenson's comprehensive survey of the musical materials of rock music constitutes an impressive
contribution to the literature on this repertory." -- James Grier, University of Western Onatario

About the Author
Ken Stephenson, associate professor of music theory at the University of Oklahoma, has been a professional
rock musician for more than twenty-five years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This What to Listen For in Rock:
A Stylistic Analysis is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Sandy Holiday:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this What to Listen For in Rock: A
Stylistic Analysis reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation What to Listen For in
Rock: A Stylistic Analysis as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Dianna Chrisman:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This What to Listen For in Rock: A
Stylistic Analysis is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.



Phillip Elliott:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and What to Listen For in Rock: A Stylistic
Analysis as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes What to Listen For in Rock: A Stylistic Analysis to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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