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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Recollections" might seem too straightforward and too modest a word for the memoirs of a Nobel physicist
who moved in the orbits of Dirac, Einstein and Teller. It is, however, the only one that can do justice to the
genteel and sweet qualities in this charming, rambling book of reminiscences. Wigner's versions of key
moments in the Manhattan Project and the characters of its major participants--Leslie Groves, Enrico Fermi,
Edward Teller--are perhaps generous to a historical fault, especially his loyalty to Hungarian countrymen Jon
von Neumann and Leo Szilard, among the period's most misunderstood and controversial scientists (at
opposite ends of the atomic question). Wigner's memory is not self-serving, only loving, and some of this
surprisingly durable amiability necessarily must come from his old-country, bourgeois Jewish upbringing,
evoked in burnished prose with the assistance of freelance writer Szanton, also a Hungarian-American. The
record of 20th-century physics is brighter and clearer for these firsthand recollections by a man whose life
came close to the depths of evil and the heights of human ambition and wonder, but who can still close by
remarking, "I have tried to be happy in this life. . . . I could not do better with a second chance."
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A useful addition to the history of science and science policy in the 20th century." -- New York Times Book
Review

"A wealth of observations on contemporary mathematicians and physicists, from David Hilbert to Richard
Feynman." -- American Scientist

From the Back Cover
Eugene P. Wigner, indisputedly one of the world's greatest physicists of the twentieth century, recounts the
breathtaking story of his singular life. Dr. Wigner's wining of the Nobel Prize crowned a lifetime of
achievements in physics - achievements that profoundly affect our understanding of science today. His
enormous contributions to the Manhattan Project and his insights into quantum physics stand as hallmarks of
his incomparable talent. But equally important are his musings on his long and uniquely fascinating life. This
memoir, a fruitful collaboration between Eugene Wigner and writer Andrew Szanton, reveals a story by turns
endearing, painful, and ultimately triumphant. A witness to many of the changes of the twentieth century,
Wigner grew up amid the political turmoil of Hungary. He later experienced the Berlin of the early 1930s as
Hitler rose to power. During World War II, he took an active role in the Manhattan Project, the building of
the world's first atomic bomb. In his recollections, he conveys the exultation of observing the first
successfully controlled nuclear chain reaction. Eugene Wigner's friends and acquaintances comprise a Who's
Who of twentieth-century scientists, and the book is replete with their vivid, candid, and amusing portrayals.
Having enjoyed many years working with Albert Einstein, he paints an engaging portrait of that most famous
of geniuses. He also sketches distinctive pictures of the trio of his fellow Hungarians: Leo Szilard, one of the
first men to dream seriously about the atom bomb; Johnny von Neumann, perhaps the greatest
mathematician of the century; and Edward Teller, the prime architect of the hydrogen bomb. This is the first
major bookever written about Eugene P. Wigner. It makes a significant contribution to the history of the
Manhattan Project and to the history of nuclear physics. But in a much larger sense, physics is only its
backdrop. The real story is that of an extraordinary man and his unforgettable life.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton.
Try to the actual book The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton as your buddy.
It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Lindsey Putman:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton content
conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Recollections Of
Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Cynthia Miller:

Why? Because this The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Michael Thompson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book The Recollections Of Eugene P. Wigner: As Told To Andrew Szanton we can have more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The
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