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Cool is a word of American English that has been integrated into the vocabulary
of numerous languages around the globe. Today it is a term most often used in
advertising trendy commodities, or, more generally, in promoting urban lifestyles
in our postmodern age. But what is the history of the term “cool?" When has
coolness come to be associated with certain modes of contemporary self-
fashioning? On what grounds do certain nations claim a privilege to be
recognized as “cool?" These are some of the questions that served as a starting-
point for a comparative cultural inquiry which brought together specialists from
American Studies and Japanese Studies, but also from Classics, Philosophy and
Sociology. The conceptual grid of the volume can be described as follows:

(1) Coolness is a metaphorical term for affect-control. It is tied in with cultural
discourses on the emotions and the norms of their public display, and with
gendered cultural practices of subjectivity.

(2) In the course of the cultural transformations of modernity, the term acquired
new importance as a concept referring to practices of individual, ethnic, and
national difference.

(3) Depending on cultural context, coolness is defined in terms of aesthetic
detachment and self-irony, of withdrawal, dissidence and even latent rebellion.

(4) Coolness often carries undertones of ambivalence. The situational adequacy
of cool behavior becomes an issue for contending ethical and aesthetic discourses
since an ethical ideal of self-control and a strategy of performing self-control are
inextricably intertwined.

(5) In literature and film, coolness as a character trait is portrayed as a personal
strength, as a lack of emotion, as an effect of trauma, as a mask for suffering or
rage, as precious behavior, or as savvyness. This wide spectrum is significant:
artistic productions offer valid insights into contradictions of cultural discourses
on affect-control.
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(6) American and Japanese cultural productions show that twentieth-century
notions of coolness hybridize different cultural traditions of affect-control.
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Cool is a word of American English that has been integrated into the vocabulary of numerous languages
around the globe. Today it is a term most often used in advertising trendy commodities, or, more generally,
in promoting urban lifestyles in our postmodern age. But what is the history of the term “cool?" When has
coolness come to be associated with certain modes of contemporary self-fashioning? On what grounds do
certain nations claim a privilege to be recognized as “cool?" These are some of the questions that served as a
starting-point for a comparative cultural inquiry which brought together specialists from American Studies
and Japanese Studies, but also from Classics, Philosophy and Sociology. The conceptual grid of the volume
can be described as follows:

(1) Coolness is a metaphorical term for affect-control. It is tied in with cultural discourses on the emotions
and the norms of their public display, and with gendered cultural practices of subjectivity.

(2) In the course of the cultural transformations of modernity, the term acquired new importance as a concept
referring to practices of individual, ethnic, and national difference.

(3) Depending on cultural context, coolness is defined in terms of aesthetic detachment and self-irony, of
withdrawal, dissidence and even latent rebellion.

(4) Coolness often carries undertones of ambivalence. The situational adequacy of cool behavior becomes an
issue for contending ethical and aesthetic discourses since an ethical ideal of self-control and a strategy of
performing self-control are inextricably intertwined.

(5) In literature and film, coolness as a character trait is portrayed as a personal strength, as a lack of
emotion, as an effect of trauma, as a mask for suffering or rage, as precious behavior, or as savvyness. This
wide spectrum is significant: artistic productions offer valid insights into contradictions of cultural discourses
on affect-control.

(6) American and Japanese cultural productions show that twentieth-century notions of coolness hybridize
different cultural traditions of affect-control.
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About the Author
Ulla Haselstein is professor of American Literature (chair) at the John F. Kennedy Institute and the director
of the Graduate School of North American Studies, Freie Universität Berlin. Her book publications include
Entziffernde Hermeneutik (1991); Die Gabe der Zivilisation (2000); Iconographies of Power: The Politics
and Poetics of Visual Representation (2003, co-edited with Berndt Ostendorf and Peter Schneck), Cultural
Transactions: 50 Years of American Studies in Germany (2005, co-edited with Berndt Ostendorf), and The
Pathos of Authenticity. American Literary Imaginations of the Real (2010, co-edited with Andrew Gross,
MaryAnn Snyder-Körber).

Irmela Hijiya-Kirschnereit is professor of Japanology (chair) and director of the Friedrich Schlegel
Graduate School of Literary Studies at Freie Universität Berlin. She was awarded the Leibniz Prize 1992.
Series Editor: 1990–2000 – Japanische Bibliothek (Japanese Library), 34 volumes; 1994–present – Iaponia
Insula (Studies on Japanese Culture and Society), 27 volumes. Her monographs include: Rituals of Self-
Revelation: Shishosetsu as Literary Genre and Socio-Cultural Phenomenon. Cambridge, MA. 1996 (German
version 1981, expanded ed. 2005, Japanese version 1992); ed.: Canon and Identity: Japanese Modernization
Reconsidered: Trans-Cultural Perspectives. (2000).

Catrin Gersdorf is professor and chair of American Studies at the University of Wuerzburg, Germany.
From 2009 to 2012 she was a member of the research group on “Coolness” at the research cluster
“Languages of Emotion,” Freie Universität Berlin. The author of The Poetics and Politics of the Desert:
Landscape and the Construction of America (2009), she has published several articles on nineteenth and
twentieth-century US-American literature and culture.

Elena Giannoulis is advanced research fellow at the Institute of East Asian Studies at Freie Universität
Berlin. From 2010 to 2012 she was a researcher in the “Languages of Emotion” Cluster at Freie Universitaet
Berlin. She currently works on her project Emotion Management in Japanese Literature and Culture since
the 1980s. Publications: Giannoulis, Elena. Blut als Tinte: Wirkungs- und Funktionsmechanismen
zeitgenössischer shishosetsu [Blood as Ink: Mechanisms of effects and functions of contemporary
shishosetsu]. (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaime Leflore:

This The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the
United States, and Japan book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United
States, and Japan without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect
Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan can bring when you are and not make your



handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the
United States, and Japan having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Gerald Warfield:

The reason why? Because this The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control
in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Teresa Spillman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European
Antiquity, the United States, and Japan this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Bernard Taylor:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European
Antiquity, the United States, and Japan we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and
Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan. You can more inviting than
now.
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