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In New Philosophy for New Media, Mark Hansen defines the image in digital art
in terms that go beyond the merely visual. Arguing that the "digital image"
encompasses the entire process by which information is made perceivable, he
places the body in a privileged position -- as the agent that filters information in
order to create images. By doing so, he counters prevailing notions of
technological transcendence and argues for the indispensability of the human in
the digital era.Hansen examines new media art and theory in light of Henri
Bergson's argument that affection and memory render perception impure -- that
we select only those images precisely relevant to our singular form of
embodiment. Hansen updates this argument for the digital age, arguing that we
filter the information we receive to create images rather than simply receiving
images as preexisting technical forms. This framing function yields what Hansen
calls the "digital image." He argues that this new "embodied" status of the frame
corresponds directly to the digital revolution: a digitized image is not a fixed
representation of reality, but is defined by its complete flexibility and
accessibility. It is not just that the interactivity of new media turns viewers into
users; the image itself has become the body's process of perceiving it. To
illustrate his account of how the body filters information in order to create
images, Hansen focuses on new media artists who follow a "Bergsonist
vocation"; through concrete engagement with the work of artists like Jeffrey
Shaw, Douglas Gordon, and Bill Viola, Hansen explores the contemporary
aesthetic investment in the affective, bodily basis of vision. The book includes
over 70 illustrations (in both black and white and color) from the works of these
and many other new media artists.
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In New Philosophy for New Media, Mark Hansen defines the image in digital art in terms that go beyond the
merely visual. Arguing that the "digital image" encompasses the entire process by which information is made
perceivable, he places the body in a privileged position -- as the agent that filters information in order to
create images. By doing so, he counters prevailing notions of technological transcendence and argues for the
indispensability of the human in the digital era.Hansen examines new media art and theory in light of Henri
Bergson's argument that affection and memory render perception impure -- that we select only those images
precisely relevant to our singular form of embodiment. Hansen updates this argument for the digital age,
arguing that we filter the information we receive to create images rather than simply receiving images as
preexisting technical forms. This framing function yields what Hansen calls the "digital image." He argues
that this new "embodied" status of the frame corresponds directly to the digital revolution: a digitized image
is not a fixed representation of reality, but is defined by its complete flexibility and accessibility. It is not just
that the interactivity of new media turns viewers into users; the image itself has become the body's process of
perceiving it. To illustrate his account of how the body filters information in order to create images, Hansen
focuses on new media artists who follow a "Bergsonist vocation"; through concrete engagement with the
work of artists like Jeffrey Shaw, Douglas Gordon, and Bill Viola, Hansen explores the contemporary
aesthetic investment in the affective, bodily basis of vision. The book includes over 70 illustrations (in both
black and white and color) from the works of these and many other new media artists.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Mark B. N. Hansen's New Philosophy for New Media departs from much theorizing about the cognitive
effects of new media to argue that the embodied experience--rather than a de-contextualized, disembodied
flow of information--is the proper framework for understanding perception. His nuanced claims, infused with
both cognitive theory and science, offer compelling insights into the human interaction with the digital
image, but the book falls somewhat short of its title’s dramatic promise.

Ultimately, Hansen's project it to update Henri Bergson's notion of the "affective body" for the 21st century.
He claims that in the world of interactive new media "the 'image' has itself become a process, and, as such,
has become irreducibly bound up with the activity of the body." The body acts as a filter to frame the digital
image. In contrast, Hansen offers a sustained critique of Gilles Deleuze’s "treatment of the movement image
in which the cinematic image is purified of connection with the human body" (as described by Tim Lenoir).
The book expands Hansen's vision across seven chapters that variously engage with new media art theory,
virtual reality, the "digital facial image," and digital artwork. His most compelling illustration comes in the
final chapter, where he demonstrates how artists Douglas Gordon and Bill Viola open "experience to the
subperceptual inscription of temporal shifts (machine time)." Here, drawing on work of neuroscience, he
shows that art actually engages the body and expands perception of the interstices between what human
normally experience as "now."

While, like many contemporary works of theory, Hansen sometimes falls into opaque passages of academic,
postmodern jargon, he tries to ground his theorizing in a concrete language that he lays out early on (with
definitions of such terms as "embodiment" made explicit in relation the neuroscience). In the end, though,
Hansen doesn't make entirely clear why this "new" philosophy of embodied experience is actually particular
to new media. His supposition seems, rather, that new media art--interactive digital images--heighten the felt
experience of perception, but this difference appears to be quantitative, rather than qualitative, relative to the
experience of "old" media. In the end, then, Hansen provides a useful remedy to the abundance of
"disembodied" theories of virtuality, but his book does not present a comprehensive "new philosophy" for
those seeking guidance in a the new media era. --Patrick O’Kelley

Review

Hansen's work makes a significant shift by approaching new media through affect and sensation, rather than
techniques, forms or aesthetics. His thesis reintroduces reception in a sophisticated way, countering
posthuman 'machinism' with a productive notion of the human engaged in an entangled, affective co-
evolution with technology. This is an important and invigorating reorientation.

(Mitchell Whitelaw, Lecturer in New Media, University of Canberra)

New Philosophy for New Media is a major contribution to the question of digital media and art. Unlike too
many other writers on the subject, Hansen is able to approach his topic in relation to the most profound
efforts of the philosophical tradition and his highly original take on the question is one that recognizes the
media specificity of the digital in its novelty while insisting on the continuing importance of the body in the
practice of new media art. The book pursues its thesis of the place of the human in face of digitized
information in a rigorous, systematic manner.



(Mark Poster, University of California, Irvine)

Brilliant and exciting work.... Obligatory reading for anybody interested in the philosophy of technology and
its phenomenological dimension, as well as those interested in new media and digital aesthetics. Hansen is an
engaging, lucid, and provocative writer.

(Andrés Vaccari Metapsychology)

New Philosophy for New Media brilliantly theorizes the co-evolution of the human body and the digital
technosphere through the radical aesthetic interface provided by new media artworks themselves. Hansen
offers a strong, subtle, and ultimately exciting argument that our bodies, brought into contact with the digital
in these new ways, experience the virtual. He also vividly testifies to these new experiences of perception
and embodiment that emerge in the process: the affects of bewilderment and vertigo, disorientation and
irrelevance.

(Kathleen Woodward, Director, Simpson Center for the Humanities, and Professor of English, University of
Washington)

From the Inside Flap
"Hansen's work makes a significant shift by approaching new media through affect and sensation, rather than
techniques, forms or aesthetics. His thesis reintroduces reception in a sophisticated way, countering
posthuman 'machinism' with a productive notion of the human engaged in an entangled, affective co-
evolution with technology. This is an important and invigorating reorientation."
--Mitchell Whitelaw, Lecturer in New Media, University of Canberra

"*New Philosophy for New Media* is a major contribution to the question of digital media and art. Unlike
too many other writers on the subject, Hansen is able to approach his topic in relation to the most profound
efforts of the philosophical tradition and his highly original take on the question is one that recognizes the
media specificity of the digital in its novelty while insisting on the continuing importance of the body in the
practice of new media art.The book pursues its thesis of the place of the human in face of digitized
information in a rigorous, systematic manner."
--Mark Poster, University of California, Irvine

"*New Philosophy for New Media* brilliantly theorizes the co-evolution of the human body and the digital
technosphere through the radical aesthetic interface provided by new media artworks themselves. Hansen
offers a strong, subtle, and ultimately exciting argument that our bodies, brought into contact with the digital
in these new ways, *experience* the virtual. He also vividly testifies to these new experiences of perception
and embodiment that emerge in the process: the affects of bewilderment and vertigo, disorientation and
irrelevance."
--Kathleen Woodward, Director, Simpson Center for the Humanities, and Professor of English, University of
Washington

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like



looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press). Try to the
actual book New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edgar Hightower:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying New Philosophy for New Media
(MIT Press) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press) become your own personal
starter.

Annamarie Hernandez:

This New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?

Jacqueline Britt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book New Philosophy for New Media (MIT Press) was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book New Philosophy for New Media (MIT
Press) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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