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This volume is motivated by the desire to explain why Neanderthals were
replaced by modern humans, in terms of cultural differences between the two
(sub-) species. It provides up-to-date coverage on the theory of cultural evolution
as is being used by anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists and psychologists
to decipher hominin cultural change and diversity during the Palaeolithic. The
contributing authors are directly involved in this effort and the material presented
includes novel approaches and findings. Chapters explain how learning strategies
in combination with social and demographic factors (e.g., population size and
mobility patterns) predict cultural evolution in a world without the printing press,
television or the Internet. Also addressed is the inverse problem of how learning
strategies may be inferred from actual trajectories of cultural change, for example
as seen in the North American Palaeolithic. Mathematics and statistics, a
sometimes necessary part of theory, are explained in elementary terms where
they appear, with details relegated to appendices. Full citations of the relevant
literature will help the reader to further pursue any topic of interest.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This volume is motivated by the desire to explain why Neanderthals were replaced by modern humans, in
terms of cultural differences between the two (sub-)species. It provides up-to-date coverage on the theory of
cultural evolution as is being used by anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists, and psychologists to
decipher hominin cultural change and diversity during the Palaeolithic. The contributing authors are directly
involved in this effort, and the material presented includes novel approaches and findings. Chapters explain
how learning strategies in combination with social and demographic factors (e.g., population size and
mobility patterns) predict cultural evolution in a world without the printing press, television, or the Internet.
Also addressed is the inverse problem of how learning strategies may be inferred from actual trajectories of
cultural change, for example as seen in the North American Palaeolithic. Mathematics and statistics, a
sometimes necessary part of theory, are explained in elementary terms where they appear, with details
relegated to appendices. Full citations of the relevant literature will help the reader to further pursue any
topic of interest.

About the Author

Alex Mesoudi is Reader in Anthropology at Durham University, UK.  He conducts research into human
cultural evolution and social learning. He uses a combination of lab experiments and theoretical models to
explore the individual-level processes – who copies what, from whom and when – that underlie broad
patterns of cultural change. He has authored over 40 peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters and
one previous book entitled “Cultural Evolution: How Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture and
Synthesize the Social Sciences” (University of Chicago Press, 2011).

Kenichi Aoki is Visiting Professor at Meiji University and Emeritus Professor at the University of Tokyo. He
currently conducts theoretical research on cultural evolution and on the genetic evolution of learning
strategies. He has also authored theoretical articles on group selection, gene-culture coevolution and mate
choice. He is coeditor of two volumes focusing on the Neanderthal-modern human problem, “Neanderthals
and Modern Humans in Western Asia” (Plenum Press, 1998) and “Dynamics of Learning in  Neanderthals
and Modern Humans Volume 1 Cultural Perspectives” (Springer 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Learning Strategies and
Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Odessa Currie:

Exactly why? Because this Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement
of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Patricia Bush:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Learning Strategies and Cultural
Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) e-book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during
the Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Trisha McClain:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement
of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) when you essential it?
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