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Texts written in Latin, Greek and other languages provide ancient historians with
their primary evidence, but the role of language as a source for understanding the
ancient world is often overlooked. Language played a key role in state-formation
and the spread of Christianity, the construction of ethnicity, and negotiating
positions of social status and group membership. Language could reinforce social
norms and shed light on taboos. This book presents an accessible account of
ways in which linguistic evidence can illuminate topics such as imperialism,
ethnicity, social mobility, religion, gender and sexuality in the ancient world,
without assuming the reader has any knowledge of Greek or Latin, or of
linguistic jargon. It describes the rise of Greek and Latin at the expense of other
languages spoken around the Mediterranean and details the social meanings of
different styles, and the attitudes of ancient speakers towards linguistic
differences.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... this is a work with a clear aim and a lot of coherence; it will serve its purpose as an excellent introduction
to a vast subject."
Staffan Wahlgren, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author
James Clackson is a recognised world authority on the Indo-European language family. His research has
focused on tracking the history and relationships of the ancient languages of the Mediterranean basin and
Europe, ranging from Armenian to Volscian. His previous books include The Linguistic Relationship
between Armenian and Greek (1994), Indo-European Linguistics (2007), The Blackwell History of the Latin
Language (with G. Horrocks, 2007) and The Blackwell Companion to the Latin Language (2011). He is also
joint editor of the world's oldest journal in continuous publication devoted to languages and linguistics, The
Transactions of the Philological Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michel Wilkerson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Language and Society in the Greek and Roman
Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important any book Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key
Themes in Ancient History). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Chad Foster:

Often the book Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book
Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Debra Espiritu:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide



range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is actually Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History).

Mathew Casillas:

The book untitled Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice study.
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