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Constrained by shrinking budgets, can colleges do more to improve the quality of
education? And can students get more out of college without paying higher
tuition? Daniel Chambliss and Christopher Takacs conclude that the limited
resources of colleges and students need not diminish the undergraduate
experience. How College Works reveals the surprisingly decisive role that
personal relationships play in determining a student's collegiate success, and puts
forward a set of small, inexpensive interventions that yield substantial
improvements in educational outcomes.

At a liberal arts college in New York, the authors followed a cluster of nearly one
hundred students over a span of eight years. The curricular and technological
innovations beloved by administrators mattered much less than the professors
and peers whom students met, especially early on. At every turning point in
students' undergraduate lives, it was the people, not the programs, that proved
critical. Great teachers were more important than the topics studied, and even a
small number of good friendships--two or three--made a significant difference
academically as well as socially.

For most students, college works best when it provides the daily motivation to
learn, not just access to information. Improving higher education means focusing
on the quality of a student's relationships with mentors and classmates, for when
students form the right bonds, they make the most of their education.
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Constrained by shrinking budgets, can colleges do more to improve the quality of education? And can
students get more out of college without paying higher tuition? Daniel Chambliss and Christopher Takacs
conclude that the limited resources of colleges and students need not diminish the undergraduate experience.
How College Works reveals the surprisingly decisive role that personal relationships play in determining a
student's collegiate success, and puts forward a set of small, inexpensive interventions that yield substantial
improvements in educational outcomes.

At a liberal arts college in New York, the authors followed a cluster of nearly one hundred students over a
span of eight years. The curricular and technological innovations beloved by administrators mattered much
less than the professors and peers whom students met, especially early on. At every turning point in students'
undergraduate lives, it was the people, not the programs, that proved critical. Great teachers were more
important than the topics studied, and even a small number of good friendships--two or three--made a
significant difference academically as well as socially.

For most students, college works best when it provides the daily motivation to learn, not just access to
information. Improving higher education means focusing on the quality of a student's relationships with
mentors and classmates, for when students form the right bonds, they make the most of their education.
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Editorial Review

Review
How College Works is a wonderful book--both rigorous and a pleasure to read. A core insight shines
through--the reminder that even with the proliferation of technology, human interactions remain central to
most students' college experience. (Richard Light, author of Making the Most of College)

The book shares the narrative of the student experience, what happens to students as they move through their
educations, all the way from arrival to graduation. This is an important distinction. [Chambliss and Takacs]
do not try to measure what students have learned, but what it is like to live through college, and what those
experiences mean both during the time at school, as well as going forward. (John Warner Inside Higher Ed
2014-02-03)

There is a lot to like about How College Works. (Mary Taylor Huber Change 2014-09-01)

About the Author
Daniel F. Chambliss is Eugene M. Tobin Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Hamilton College.

Christopher G. Takacs is a Ph.D. candidate in sociology at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take How College Works as your daily resource information.

Curt Hall:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book How College Works it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.



Jenny Perez:

How College Works can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into joy arrangement in writing How College Works but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Lynnette Jennings:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like How College Works which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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