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Before she became a literary legend, she wanted to be a cartoonist.

Flannery O’ Connor was among the greatest American writers of the second half
of the 20th century; she was awriter in the Southern tradition of Eudora Welty,
William Faulkner, and Carson McCullers, who wrote such classic novels and
short stories as Wise Blood, The Violent Bear It Away, and “A Good Man is Hard
to Find.” Sheis perhaps as well known for her tantalizing brand of Southern
Gothic humor as sheis for her Catholicism. That these tendencies should be so
happily married in her fiction is no longer asurprise. Thereal surpriseislearning
that this much beloved icon of American literature did not set out to be afiction
writer, but a cartoonist. This seems to be the last well-kept secret of her creative
life.

Flannery O’ Connor: The Cartoons, the first book devoted to the author’ swork in
the visual arts, emphasizes O’ Connor’s most prolific period as a cartoonist,
drawing for her high school and college publications in the early 1940s. While
many of these images lampoon student life and the impact of World War Il on
the home front, something much more is happening. Her cartoons are a creative
threshing floor for experimenting and trying out techniques that are deployed
later with such great successin her fiction.

O’ Connor learns how to set up and carry ajoke visually, how to write a good
one-liner and set it off against a background of complex visual narration. She
develops and asserts her taste for a stock set of character types, attitudes,
situations, exaggerations, and grotesques, and she learns how to present them not
to distort the truth, but to expose her vision of it.

She worked in both pen & ink and linoleum cuts, and her rough-hewn technique
combined with her acidic observations to form avisual precursor to her prose.
Fantagraphicsis honored to bring the early cartoons of this American literary
treasure to a 21st century readership.

For an audience resistant to your views, O’ Connor once wrote, “draw large and
startling figures.” In her fiction, asin her cartoons, these shocks to the system
never come without a laugh. 120 pages of full-color comics
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Before she became a literary legend, she wanted to be a cartoonist.

Flannery O’ Connor was among the greatest American writers of the second half of the 20th century; she was
awriter in the Southern tradition of Eudora Welty, William Faulkner, and Carson McCullers, who wrote
such classic novels and short stories as Wise Blood, The Violent Bear It Away, and “A Good ManisHard to
Find.” Sheis perhaps as well known for her tantalizing brand of Southern Gothic humor as sheisfor her
Catholicism. That these tendencies should be so happily married in her fiction is no longer asurprise. The
real surpriseislearning that this much beloved icon of American literature did not set out to be afiction
writer, but a cartoonist. This seemsto be the last well-kept secret of her creative life.

Flannery O’ Connor: The Cartoons, the first book devoted to the author’ s work in the visual arts, emphasizes
O’ Connor’s most prolific period as a cartoonist, drawing for her high school and college publicationsin the
early 1940s. While many of these images |ampoon student life and the impact of World War 1l on the home
front, something much more is happening. Her cartoons are a creative threshing floor for experimenting and
trying out techniques that are deployed later with such great successin her fiction.

O’ Connor learns how to set up and carry ajoke visually, how to write agood one-liner and set it off against a
background of complex visual narration. She devel ops and asserts her taste for a stock set of character types,
attitudes, situations, exaggerations, and grotesques, and she learns how to present them not to distort the
truth, but to expose her vision of it.

She worked in both pen & ink and linoleum cuts, and her rough-hewn technique combined with her acidic
observations to form avisual precursor to her prose. Fantagraphics is honored to bring the early cartoons of
this American literary treasure to a 21st century readership.

For an audience resistant to your views, O’ Connor once wrote, “draw large and startling figures.” In her
fiction, asin her cartoons, these shocks to the system never come without alaugh. 120 pages of full-color
comics
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Editorial Review

Review

“She was a master of Southern Gothic literature... But in the early ‘40s, Flannery O’ Connor drew raw and
biting comics, which are now collected in Flannery O’ Connor: The Cartoons. Mostly tackling school and
propriety, they’re a pitch-black hoot.” (Culture)

“The images — rendered in black-and-white in a stylistically wabbly hand — demonstrate the thinly veiled
dark humor and snappy dialogue O’ Connor would come to perfect in her short stories. She was often the butt
of her own jokes: the none-too-perfect girl. . . An engrossing and entertaining look at the blossoming talents
of one of literature’ s great iconoclasts.” (Under the Radar)

About the Author
Flannery O'Connor was born in 1925 and died in 1964 after spending her life in Georgia.

Barry Moser (born 1940) is arenowned artist, most famous as a printmaker and illustrator of numerous
works of literature, including Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking-
Glass, The Bible and Maby-Dick. He is a Professor in Residence and Printer to the College at Smith College.
His works have been displayed in such places as the British Museum, the Metropolitan Museum, Harvard,
and the Library of Congress. He lives in Western Massachusetts.

An independent scholar specializing in the literature of the American South, Kelly Gerald holdsB.S., M.A.,
and Ph.D. degreesin English aswell as a second Master’ s degree in philosophy and religion. Her previous
publications include work on Flannery O’ Connor, Eudora Welty, William Faulkner, and Cormac McCarthy.
Kelly works as senior writer-editor and director of mediarelations for the Phi Beta Kappa Society in
Washington, D.C. and part-time as an Associate Professor of English for University of Maryland University
College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
NumbersHarless:

The knowledge that you get from Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons is a more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveystheir point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this book iswell-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons instantly.

Ledie White:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share



their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of
them is this Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons.

Billy Golden:

The book Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you
can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Kim Adams;

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more specia than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssimple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the booksin the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Flannery O'Connor: The Cartoons. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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