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He played in casinos around the world with a plan to make himself richer than
anyone could possibly imagine -- but it would nearly cost him his life.

Semyon Dukach was known as the Darling of Las Vegas. A legend at age
twenty-one, this cocky hotshot was the biggest high roller to appear in Sin City in
decades, a mathematical genius with a system the casinos had never seen before
and couldn't stop -- a system that has never been revealed until now; that has
nothing to do with card counting, wasn't illegal, and was more powerful than
anything that had been tried before.

Las Vegas. Atlantic City. Aruba. Barcelona. London. And the jewel of the
gambling crown -- Monte Carlo.

Dukach and his fellow MIT students hit them all and made millions. They came
in hard, with stacks of cash; big, seemingly insane bets; women hanging on their
arms; and fake identities. Although they were taking classes and studying for
exams during the week, over the weekends they stormed the blackjack tables
only to be harassed, banned from casinos, threatened at gunpoint, and beaten in
Vegas's notorious back rooms.

The stakes were high, the dangers very real, but the players were up to the
challenges, consequences be damned. There was Semyon Dukach himself, bored
with school and broke; Victor Cassius, the slick, brilliant MIT grad student who
galvanized the team; Owen Keller, with stunning ability but a dark past that
would catch up to him; and Allie Simpson, bright, clever, and a feast for the eyes.

In the classroom, they were geeks. On the casino floor, they were unstoppable.

Busting Vega$ is Dukach's unbelievably true story; a riveting account of
monumental greed, excess, hubris, sex, love, violence, fear, and statistics that is
high-stakes entertainment at its best.
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He played in casinos around the world with a plan to make himself richer than anyone could possibly
imagine -- but it would nearly cost him his life.

Semyon Dukach was known as the Darling of Las Vegas. A legend at age twenty-one, this cocky hotshot
was the biggest high roller to appear in Sin City in decades, a mathematical genius with a system the casinos
had never seen before and couldn't stop -- a system that has never been revealed until now; that has nothing
to do with card counting, wasn't illegal, and was more powerful than anything that had been tried before.

Las Vegas. Atlantic City. Aruba. Barcelona. London. And the jewel of the gambling crown -- Monte Carlo.

Dukach and his fellow MIT students hit them all and made millions. They came in hard, with stacks of cash;
big, seemingly insane bets; women hanging on their arms; and fake identities. Although they were taking
classes and studying for exams during the week, over the weekends they stormed the blackjack tables only to
be harassed, banned from casinos, threatened at gunpoint, and beaten in Vegas's notorious back rooms.

The stakes were high, the dangers very real, but the players were up to the challenges, consequences be
damned. There was Semyon Dukach himself, bored with school and broke; Victor Cassius, the slick, brilliant
MIT grad student who galvanized the team; Owen Keller, with stunning ability but a dark past that would
catch up to him; and Allie Simpson, bright, clever, and a feast for the eyes.

In the classroom, they were geeks. On the casino floor, they were unstoppable.

Busting Vega$ is Dukach's unbelievably true story; a riveting account of monumental greed, excess, hubris,
sex, love, violence, fear, and statistics that is high-stakes entertainment at its best.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Semyon Dukach couldn't believe how easy the money was. In one weekend, the MIT math genius and his
team of geeks had made $200,000 playing the blackjack tables in Las Vegas. They hadn't cheated. Instead,
they had discovered one of humanity's greatest holy grails: a system to beat the casino. They had rendered
obsolete the old saying that the house always wins. Dukach and his friends made millions during the 1990s
playing blackjack in the world's top casinos, right under the noses of pit bosses and security consultants who
thought they had seen it all. Dukach's story is told in author Ben Mezrich's vividly narrated book Busting
Vegas.

Mezrich, the author of previous bestsellers about MIT gamblers and a colorful Ivy League trader in Japan,
tells how Dukach's crew used a system that Vegas had never seen before. Dukach, the son of Russian
immigrants who grew up in the poorest neighborhoods of New Jersey and Houston, was determined to climb
out of poverty and help his family. His system didn't involve the commonly used techniques of card
counting. Posing as an arms dealer or dentist, Dukach deliberately sought out blackjack dealers with small
hands or thin fingers who frequently didn't conceal the bottom card when they shuffled the cards. Dukach
would often manage to get a glimpse at the bottom card. This was highly significant because it was the card
the dealer would hand the player to cut the deck. Dukach had practiced a technique to insert the card in a
precise spot in the deck and then make big bets when the card was dealt. Dukach and his team ended up
barred from casinos, threatened at gunpoint, and beaten in Vegas's notorious back rooms. This is a riveting
yarn. —Alex Roslin

About the Author

Ben Mezrich graduated magna cum laude from Harvard in 1991. He has published twelve books, including
the New York Times bestsellers The Accidental Billionaires, which was adapted into the Academy Award-
winning film The Social Network, and Bringing Down the House, which has sold more than 1.5 million
copies in twelve languages and became the basis for the Kevin Spacey movie 21. Mezrich has also published
the national bestsellers Sex on the Moon, Ugly Americans, Rigged, and Busting Vegas. He lives in Boston.

From AudioFile
The narrative drive that moves this audio along is the true story of a team, assembled by an MIT math whiz,
that used three complicated techniques to tilt blackjack odds in their favor and win a pile of money. The
accomplished writer of this fascinating story has a previous book on gambling strategies, as well as some
well-received fictional titles. His attention to setting and nuance of behavior are vivid and immediate; they
rivet the listener to a story line that's already as fascinating as any you'll hear. As narrator, the author is
likable and easy to listen to. His brief interview at the book's end is a bonus for anyone interested in the
writer's craft. T.W. © AudioFile 2006, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Cynthia Carter:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Busting Vegas: A True Story of
Monumental Excess, Sex, Love, Violence, and Beating the Odds book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

David Marx:

The publication with title Busting Vegas: A True Story of Monumental Excess, Sex, Love, Violence, and
Beating the Odds has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sharon Edwards:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Busting Vegas: A True Story of Monumental Excess, Sex, Love, Violence, and Beating the Odds your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Busting Vegas: A True Story of
Monumental Excess, Sex, Love, Violence, and Beating the Odds giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Julie Chambers:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Busting Vegas: A True Story of Monumental Excess, Sex, Love, Violence,
and Beating the Odds was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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