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What is the relation between who a person is, and what he or she has? A number
of Shakespeare's plays engage with this question, elaborating a 'poetics of
property' centering on questions of authority and entitlement, of inheritance and
prodigality, and of the different opportunities afforded by access to land and to
chattel property. Being and Having in Shakespeare considers these presentations
of ownership and authority Richard II and the Henry IV plays construe
sovereignty as a form of property right, largely construing imperium, or the
authority over persons in a polity, as a form of dominium, the authority of the
propertyholder. Nonetheless, what property means changes considerably from
Richard's reign to Henry's, as the imagined world of the plays is reconfigured to
include an urban economy of chattel consumables. The Merchant of Venice,
written between Richard II and Henry IV, part 1, reimagines, in comic terms,
some of the same issues broached in the history plays. It focuses in particular on
the problem of the daughter's inheritance and on the different property
obligations among kin, friends, business associates, and spouses. In the figure of
the 'vagabond king', theoretically entitled but actually dispossessed, Henry VI,
part 2 and King Lear both coordinate problems of entitlement with conundrums
about distributive justice, raising fundamental questions about property relations
and social organization.
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What is the relation between who a person is, and what he or she has? A number of Shakespeare's plays
engage with this question, elaborating a 'poetics of property' centering on questions of authority and
entitlement, of inheritance and prodigality, and of the different opportunities afforded by access to land and
to chattel property. Being and Having in Shakespeare considers these presentations of ownership and
authority Richard II and the Henry IV plays construe sovereignty as a form of property right, largely
construing imperium, or the authority over persons in a polity, as a form of dominium, the authority of the
propertyholder. Nonetheless, what property means changes considerably from Richard's reign to Henry's, as
the imagined world of the plays is reconfigured to include an urban economy of chattel consumables. The
Merchant of Venice, written between Richard II and Henry IV, part 1, reimagines, in comic terms, some of
the same issues broached in the history plays. It focuses in particular on the problem of the daughter's
inheritance and on the different property obligations among kin, friends, business associates, and spouses. In
the figure of the 'vagabond king', theoretically entitled but actually dispossessed, Henry VI, part 2 and King
Lear both coordinate problems of entitlement with conundrums about distributive justice, raising
fundamental questions about property relations and social organization.
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Editorial Review

Review

"We should view Maus's study as a vital addition to current examinations on early modern property rights
and materialism."
--ixteenth Century Journal

"Recommended." --Choice

About the Author

Katharine Eisaman Maus is James Cabell Professor of English at the University of Virginia. She has
published widely on English Renaissance literature, especially drama. Maus has held fellowships from the
Guggenheim Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities, American Council of Learned Societies,
and Leverhulme Foundation. One of her previous monographs, Inwardness and Theater in the English
Renaissance, won the Roland Bainton Prize from the Sixteenth Century Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Williams:

This Being and Having in Shakespeare is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Being and Having in
Shakespeare in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Mark Clark:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Being and Having in Shakespeare. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.



John Burns:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Being and Having in Shakespeare as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Being
and Having in Shakespeare to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Cheri Tow:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Being and Having in Shakespeare when you required it?
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