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The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" studies
Shakespeare's portrayal of the founding of Athens through a close reading of one
of the Bard's most memorable comedies. Through a painstakingly close reading
of the play, author Jan H. Blits shows how Shakespeare's portrayal of this
legendary first democracy illuminates the natural doubleness of the human soul
by emphasizing the lure of both beauty and wisdom. A Midsummer Night's
Dream is thus Shakespeare's examination not only of a particular city at a
particular time, but of the essential duality of the human soul. Coupling careful
attention to detail with interpretive breadth, The Soul of Athens examines the
nature of love, the natural doubleness of human thinking and the ambiguous
relation of image and reality, as well as patriarchy and democracy, and heroic
and moral virtue.
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The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" studies Shakespeare's portrayal of the
founding of Athens through a close reading of one of the Bard's most memorable comedies. Through a
painstakingly close reading of the play, author Jan H. Blits shows how Shakespeare's portrayal of this
legendary first democracy illuminates the natural doubleness of the human soul by emphasizing the lure of
both beauty and wisdom. A Midsummer Night's Dream is thus Shakespeare's examination not only of a
particular city at a particular time, but of the essential duality of the human soul. Coupling careful attention
to detail with interpretive breadth, The Soul of Athens examines the nature of love, the natural doubleness of
human thinking and the ambiguous relation of image and reality, as well as patriarchy and democracy, and
heroic and moral virtue.
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Editorial Review

Review
Jan Blit's The Soul of Athens is a provocative and insightful contribution to our understanding of this singular
and important play. (The Review of Politics)

About the Author
Jan H. Blits is a Professor of the University Honor Faculty at the University of Deleware, and author of
several books on Shakespeare's plays including Deadly Thought: Hamlet and the Human Soul (Lexington
Books, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's
Dream'.

Curtis Salas:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's
'A Midsummer Night's Dream' book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Matthew German:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'.



Antonette Schneider:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's
Dream' was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Soul of Athens:
Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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