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Each button on Laura’s memory string represents a piece of her family history.
The buttons Laura cherishes the most belonged to her mother—a button from her
prom dress, a white one off her wedding dress, and a single small button from the
nightgown she was wearing on the day she died. When the string breaks, Laura’s
new stepmother, Jane, is there to comfort Laura and search for a missing button,
just as Laura’s mother would have done. But it’s not the same—Jane isn’t Mom.
In Eve Bunting’s moving story, beautifully illustrated by Ted Rand, Laura
discovers that a memory string is not just for remembering the past: it’s also for
recording new memories.
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Each button on Laura’s memory string represents a piece of her family history. The buttons Laura cherishes
the most belonged to her mother—a button from her prom dress, a white one off her wedding dress, and a
single small button from the nightgown she was wearing on the day she died. When the string breaks,
Laura’s new stepmother, Jane, is there to comfort Laura and search for a missing button, just as Laura’s
mother would have done. But it’s not the same—Jane isn’t Mom. In Eve Bunting’s moving story, beautifully
illustrated by Ted Rand, Laura discovers that a memory string is not just for remembering the past: it’s also
for recording new memories.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Resentful of her new stepmother, Laura clings to a family heirloom, a "memory string" of buttons taken from
special garments. As her father and her stepmother, Jane, paint the porch, Laura sits apart and fingers each
button, loudly telling her cat about her great-grandmother's first "grown-up dress," her father's Gulf War
service uniform and, last, the nightgown her mother was wearing when she died. Bunting's (Smoky Night)
prose is as sure-footed as ever, but is much encumbered here by a contrived plot that has Laura losing the
buttons and the family coming together in the search for them. A rapprochement between Laura and Jane,
who finds the final missing button, is all but inevitable. Even Rand's (Baby in a Basket) light-dappled
watercolors can't rescue the story from its didactic intent; this is likelier to engage adults looking for books
that address a particular subject (such as stepparenting) than children. Ages 5-8. (Aug.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3-Within hearing of her new stepmother, Laura meanly recounts to her disinterested cat
what each button on her memory string means. There's one from her great-grandmother's first grown-up
dress, another from her mother's wedding dress, and one from the nightgown the woman was wearing when
she died three years ago. When the impatient feline jumps away, breaking the string, the buttons fly
everywhere. Laura's father and Jane help find all but one of them, but the girl is inconsolable. In the night,
she hears them debating about whether to cut an identical button from her father's military uniform. Jane
insists, "Laura would rather have that button missing than have a replacement-It's like a mother. No
substitute allowed." She finds the lost item with a flashlight and she puts it on the porch where Laura can see
it without being offended by the finder. However, in the morning the child has had a change of heart and
asks Jane's help in restringing the beads. Rand's oversized, light-dappled watercolor pictures show the love
and loyalty between the father and his new wife and their love for the prickly and still-grieving Laura.
Bunting trusts readers to interpret behavior and understand complex emotions without her having to provide
a moral or dramatic ending. Instead, the story offers a hopeful beginning and invites readers to think about
ways to remember family history-including making one's own button memory string.
Susan Hepler, Burgundy Farm Country Day School, Alexandria, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
It's hard to accept a stepmother, especially when your own mother has died. As Laura watches her father and
her stepmother, Jane, paint the porch of their new home, she begins loudly telling her cat about her treasured
memory string of buttons. There's one from her great-grandmother's first "grown-up" dress, one from her
mother's wedding gown, and most precious to her mother, a button snipped off Laura's father's uniform when
he came home from the Gulf War. It is this button that goes missing when the cat breaks the string and the
buttons scatter. Then, during a late-night search, Jane finds the uniform button. Laura overhears the knowing
Jane say it would be best if the button reappeared as a gift from a good fairy. Now, Laura is ready to begin to
accept Jane. This is pure bibliotherapy--Jane helps locate the buttons, but knows when to pull back. The
earnestness, however, is balanced with tenderness, and Rand's realistic artwork concentrates on the faces of
the family and the emotions that cross them. Some children will find this touches them very deeply. Ilene
Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Memory String.

Peter Barba:

This The Memory String book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Memory
String without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Memory String can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Memory String
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Wright:

The feeling that you get from The Memory String could be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Memory String giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular The Memory String instantly.

Kerry Erdman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Memory
String.
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