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The belief in telepathy is still widely held and yet it remains much disputed by
scientists. Roger Luckhurst explores the origins of the term in the late nineteenth
century. Telepathy mixed physical and mental sciences, new technologies and
old superstitions, and it fascinated many famous people in the late Victorian era:
Sigmund Freud, Thomas Huxley, Henry James, Robert Louis Stevenson, and
Oscar Wilde. This is an exciting and accessible study, written for general readers
as much as scholars and students.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Luckhurst has created a nuanced, generous, and compelling argument which places telepathy at the heart of
modernity."-Leigh Wilson, Nineteenth-Century Contexts

"The Invention of Telepathy comes at the disturbing story of modern psychic experiments through rich,
overlapping layers of social and intellectual history and makes comprehensible what otherwise seem
eccentricities and even folly on the part of scientists and thinkers."--Marina Warner, Times Literary
Supplement (Books of the Year)

"This fine cultural history traces the rise of telepathy, from its emergence at the occult origins of psychology
in 1882 to its adoption by the academy as a key paradigm of late-Victorian culture."--Times Literary
Supplement

"Luckhurst's book is an extremely valuable cultural, literary and scientific history of the late-nineteenth and
early-twentieth century. His understanding of the periodical culture of the fin de siècle is impressive.... A
fine, balanced account of the complexities surrounding telepathy and other psychical phenomena during the
period."--English Literature in Transition 1880-1920

"Recent work on the period has seen a growing interest in the Victorians' fascination with psychical research
and the occult. Roger Luckhurst's engrossing study both elucidates the reasons for that interest and puts it
into a much wider context.... The book is a tour de force, charting the ways in which telepathy travels from
being an arcane interest, a party game, or concern of a few fusty psychic investigators to being a key term for
understanding late-Victorian science and literature.... The Invention of Telepathy manages simultaneously to
be tremendously well-researched, startling, and fun.... It should set the standard for any future work on the
nineteenth-century supernatural."--Victorian Studies

About the Author

Roger Luckhurst is Lecturer in English, Birkbeck College, University of London, and co-editor of Roger of
The Fin-de-Siècle (OUP, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Marlin Brogan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Invention of
Telepathy is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kimberly Gomez:

Often the book The Invention of Telepathy will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Invention of Telepathy is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Charles Melendez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Invention of Telepathy guide written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Invention of Telepathy as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Ian Sharpless:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Invention of Telepathy was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Invention of Telepathy has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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