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world is a sheer delight for Jane Austen fans. Here is the complete text of Pride
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Parallels between the novel and Austen’s experience are revealed, along with
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gentleman, or what it signifies that a character drives a coach rather than a hack
chaise, or the rules governing social interaction at a ball, but readers of The
Annotated Pride and Prejudice will find that these kinds of details add
immeasurably to understanding and enjoying the intricate psychological interplay
of Austen’s immortal characters.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Easily accessible, bottom-of-the-page notes provide outstanding illumination of the text s literary and
historical contexts, particularly biblical and nautical references that might otherwise elude modern readers.
No other edition provides a better insight into the (sometimes murky) compositional processes behind this
classic work of fiction. For fans of Sutherland's unique detective-style readings, the appendix of 'puzzles and
conundrums' will prove an added bonus." (Roslyn Jolly, University of New South Wales) --pride and
prejudice

About the Author

Jane Austen (1775–1817) was born in Hampshire, England, where she spent most of her life. Though she
received little recognition in her lifetime, she came to be regarded as one of the great masters of the English
novel.

David M. Shapard is the author of The Annotated Pride and Prejudice, The Annotated Persuasion, The
Annotated Sense and Sensibility, The Annotated Emma, The Annotated Northanger Abbey, and The
Annotated Mansfield Park. He graduated with a Ph.D. in European History from the University of California
at Berkeley; his specialty was the eighteenth century. Since then he has taught at several colleges. He lives in
upstate New York.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
(Note: In the printed book, annotations appear on pages facing the text of the novel.)

Volume I, Chapter 1
 
1. The famous opening line, with wonderful economy, accomplishes two main purposes. It indicates the
novel’s central subject of marriage, along with the financial considerations usually involved in it. It also sets
the tone of irony that will pervade the book, for in fact, as we  immediately see, it is the single women in this
society who are truly in want, or in need, of a man of large fortune.
 
2. Netherfield Park is the name of a house in the local area; it is later described as three miles from the
Bennets’ residence. It was common for houses, if grand enough, to be given a name, often including words
such as “park” to indicate their attractive and rustic character. It was not unusual for large houses to be
rented out, for it cost a substantial amount of money to staff and maintain a grand home, and many
landowners were unable to afford it. In Jane Austen’s Persuasion the heroine’s family, thanks to the father’s
extravagant spending habits, is forced to let their house and move into apartments in the resort city of Bath.
 
3. Until its concluding paragraph, the rest of this chapter consists entirely of dialogue between Mr. and Mrs.
Bennet. Dialogue occupies much of Jane Austen’s novels, and presentation of character through dialogue is
one of her fortes. In this case, Mrs. Bennet’s excitable exclamations and exaggerated phrasing reveal her
flightiness and impetuousness, while Mr. Bennet’s terseness and irony reveal his cool detachment.
 
4. A chaise is a type of carriage; it seats three people, all facing forward, and is enclosed (see illustration on



p. 16). “Four” refers to the number of horses pulling it. A chaise was a popular vehicle for long-distance
travel, so it would be a logical choice for someone coming from far away (though it also turns out to be the
carriage this man owns and uses regularly). But a chaise was normally pulled by only two horses, which,
while slower, was cheaper. The use of four horses indicates the visitor’s wealth, which is why Mrs. Bennet
has bothered to mention it.
 
5. Michaelmas: September 29. This was one of the four days used to divide the year into quarters; the other
three were Christmas, Lady Day (March 25), and Midsummer Day (June 24). The action of the novel, which
is carefully worked out chronologically, will terminate around Michaelmas of the following year; most of
Jane Austen’s novels transpire over a period of approximately one year.
 
6. It was common for servants to precede their masters in order to prepare a house.
 
7. “Four or five thousand a year” is Mr. Bingley’s annual income in pounds.  This is the way Jane Austen
usually describes wealth; the income would normally come from the agricultural profits on land or from
other property and investments (in Bingley’s case, it turns out to be the latter). It is not easy to translate
incomes of the time into today’s money. By some calculations, the effects of inflation mean that a pound in
Jane Austen’s time has the value of almost forty pounds today; if so, Bingley’s income would be the
equivalent of £150,000 to £200,000 a year in today’s pounds (or around $250,000–$300,000 in current U.S.
dollars). Estimates like this are tricky, however. For example, most goods cost much more than they do now
in relative terms, while labor was much cheaper. In addition, the average income in this period, even when
adjusted for inflation, was much lower than in our time, so Bingley’s income represents a far sharper
deviation from the norm than its current equivalent. Another way to put such wealth in context is to note that
in Sense and Sensibility a mother is able to support herself and three daughters in reasonable comfort in a
nice home she has rented, with a staff of three servants, on five hundred a year. Jane Austen herself lived
most of her life on less than that. The Bennets, who live well, have an income of two thousand pounds a
year. Hence Bingley, however one calculates it, is a truly rich man and a highly desirable matrimonial
prospect.
 
Mrs. Bennet’s knowledge of Bingley’s income, before he has even arrived, reveals the speed with which
vital information about people could circulate. Local gossip played a central role in this society, greatly
assisted by the many servants in employment, who could convey the secrets of their household to other
domestics and townspeople. This means of spreading information is mentioned later in this novel, as it is in
other Jane Austen novels, most notably in Emma.
 
8. give over: give up, abandon.
 
9. establishment: marriage.
 
10. William Lucas, as is shortly revealed, was knighted, and so he is called Sir William Lucas or Sir William
and his wife is called Lady Lucas; a knighthood, unlike many other titles, cannot be inherited.
 
11. In this society there are strict rules for visiting people one does not know. Since Mr. Bingley is a man,
Mr. Bennet should make the acquaintance first (Mrs. Bennet worries about both Sir William and Lady Lucas
visiting, but in fact only Sir William goes, see p. 14). Mr. Bennet certainly knows this, and is simply
pretending not to know in order to tease his wife. His teasing went still further in his earlier suggestion that
the daughters go without their mother, for young unmarried women would never visit an unmarried and
unrelated young man on their own, even in cases where they were already acquainted with him. 



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

The actual book The Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised and Expanded Edition will bring that you the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised
and Expanded Edition is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Betty Sanchez:

This The Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised and Expanded Edition is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised and Expanded Edition in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Eleanor Gomez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can see that now,
a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is The
Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised and Expanded Edition this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Sandra Kelley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Annotated Pride and Prejudice: A Revised and Expanded Edition
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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