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Power is the central organizing principle of all social life, from culture and
education to stratification and taste. And there is no more prominent name in the
analysis of power than that of noted sociologist Pierre Bourdieu. Throughout his
career, Bourdieu challenged the commonly held view that symbolic power—the
power to dominate—is solely symbolic. He emphasized that symbolic power
helps create and maintain social hierarchies, which form the very bedrock of
political life. By the time of his death in 2002, Bourdieu had become a leading
public intellectual, and his argument about the more subtle and influential ways
that cultural resources and symbolic categories prevail in power arrangements
and practices had gained broad recognition.
 
In Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals, David L. Swartz delves deeply
into Bourdieu’s work to show how central—but often overlooked—power and
politics are to an understanding of sociology. Arguing that power and politics
stand at the core of Bourdieu’s sociology, Swartz illuminates Bourdieu’s political
project for the social sciences, as well as Bourdieu’s own political activism,
explaining how sociology is not just science but also a crucial form of political
engagement.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals represents a major step forward in the ongoing task of coming to
terms with the legacy of Pierre Bourdieu. David Swartz makes a compelling case that Bourdieu has much to
offer both the field of political sociology and the study of power.”
(Thomas Medvetz, author of Think Tanks in America)

“In Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals, David Swartz makes a convincing case that the social theory
of Pierre Bourdieu is indispensable for understanding politics. Swartz helpfully outlines Bourdieu’s
distinctive contribution to the study of power, the political field, and the state, and offers a rich account of
Bourdieu’s view on the relationship between politics and sociology. Evenhanded and exceptionally clear,
Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals should be on the reading list of every sociologist concerned with
poetical life."
(Neil Gross, author of Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher)

About the Author

David L. Swartz is assistant professor of sociology at Boston University and a senior editor of Theory and
Society. He is the author of Culture & Power: The Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu and coeditor of After
Bourdieu: Influence, Critique, Elaboration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of
Pierre Bourdieu as the daily resource information.

Debbie Jackson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Symbolic
Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.



Stephen Hawkins:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre
Bourdieu can make you feel more interested to read.

Ruth Zimmer:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book Symbolic Power, Politics, and Intellectuals: The Political Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu. You can
more pleasing than now.
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