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Disputed between India and Pakistan, Kashmir contains a large majority of
Muslims subject to the laws of a predominantly Hindu and increasingly
"Hinduized" India. How did religion and politics become so enmeshed in
defining the protest of Kashmir's Muslims against Hindu rule? This book reaches
beyond standard accounts that look to the 1947 partition of India for an
explanation. Examining the 100-year period before that landmark event, during
which Kashmir was ruled by Hindu Dogra kings under the aegis of the British,
Mridu Rai highlights the collusion that shaped a decisively Hindu sovereignty
over a subject Muslim populace. Focusing on authority, sovereignty, legitimacy,
and community rights, she explains how Kashmir's modern Muslim identity
emerged.

Rai shows how the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir was formed as the East
India Company marched into India beginning in the late eighteenth century. After
the 1857 rebellion, outright annexation was abandoned as the British Crown took
over and princes were incorporated into the imperial framework as junior
partners. But, Rai argues, scholarship on other regions of India has led to
misconceptions about colonialism, not least that a "hollowing of the crown"
occurred throughout as Brahman came to dominate over King. In Kashmir the
Dogra kings maintained firm control. They rode roughshod over the interests of
the vast majority of their Kashmiri Muslim subjects, planting the seeds of a
political movement that remains in thrall to a religiosity thrust upon it for the past
150 years.
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Disputed between India and Pakistan, Kashmir contains a large majority of Muslims subject to the laws of a
predominantly Hindu and increasingly "Hinduized" India. How did religion and politics become so
enmeshed in defining the protest of Kashmir's Muslims against Hindu rule? This book reaches beyond
standard accounts that look to the 1947 partition of India for an explanation. Examining the 100-year period
before that landmark event, during which Kashmir was ruled by Hindu Dogra kings under the aegis of the
British, Mridu Rai highlights the collusion that shaped a decisively Hindu sovereignty over a subject Muslim
populace. Focusing on authority, sovereignty, legitimacy, and community rights, she explains how Kashmir's
modern Muslim identity emerged.

Rai shows how the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir was formed as the East India Company marched
into India beginning in the late eighteenth century. After the 1857 rebellion, outright annexation was
abandoned as the British Crown took over and princes were incorporated into the imperial framework as
junior partners. But, Rai argues, scholarship on other regions of India has led to misconceptions about
colonialism, not least that a "hollowing of the crown" occurred throughout as Brahman came to dominate
over King. In Kashmir the Dogra kings maintained firm control. They rode roughshod over the interests of
the vast majority of their Kashmiri Muslim subjects, planting the seeds of a political movement that remains
in thrall to a religiosity thrust upon it for the past 150 years.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rai's contribution lies in the extremely thorough and painstaking documentation that she provides when
tracing the marginalization of the native inhabitants of Kahmir, the chicanery of the British, and the
fecklessness of the Dogra rulers. Her account of the growth of Muslim religio-political consciousness in the
early part of the twentieth century . . . unearths a wealth of detail. . . . Rai's book is a useful one. Those
interested in understanding the background of the continuing tragedy in Kahmir will find much to consider in
her substantial account of the historical backdrop."--Sumit Ganguly, Journal of Asian Studies

From the Inside Flap
"Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects is a brilliant work of historical scholarship that will become indispensable
reading for all those interested in the modern history and politics of the subcontinent. It a pioneering
historical study of rights, religion, and regional identity in Kashmir that could also inspire future studies on
other regions of the subcontinent."--Sugata Bose, Harvard University

"This is a major contribution to Kashmir studies and should set the standard for the next generation of
publications on Kashmir. Challenging the existing literature, this work is heady and fresh--and deserves
attention."--Alexander Evans, King's College London and the Royal Institute of International Affairs

"Mridu Rai's book reminds us powerfully of the crucial importance of colonial history to the present. She is
able to de-essentialize religion and secularism in the Kashmir conflict, which is very useful in light of India's
secularist claims and the ways in which some sociologists have theorized those claims. Carefully researched
and lucidly conceptualized and written, this book forwards an important thesis on an important topic."--Peter
van der Veer, University of Amsterdam

From the Back Cover

"Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects is a brilliant work of historical scholarship that will become indispensable
reading for all those interested in the modern history and politics of the subcontinent. It a pioneering
historical study of rights, religion, and regional identity in Kashmir that could also inspire future studies on
other regions of the subcontinent."--Sugata Bose, Harvard University

"This is a major contribution to Kashmir studies and should set the standard for the next generation of
publications on Kashmir. Challenging the existing literature, this work is heady and fresh--and deserves
attention."--Alexander Evans, King's College London and the Royal Institute of International Affairs

"Mridu Rai's book reminds us powerfully of the crucial importance of colonial history to the present. She is
able to de-essentialize religion and secularism in the Kashmir conflict, which is very useful in light of India's
secularist claims and the ways in which some sociologists have theorized those claims. Carefully researched
and lucidly conceptualized and written, this book forwards an important thesis on an important topic."--Peter
van der Veer, University of Amsterdam

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Tammy Pursell:

Typically the book Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects: Islam, Rights, and the History of Kashmir has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Melanie Roberts:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects: Islam, Rights, and the History of Kashmir can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Sandra Lowe:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects: Islam, Rights, and the History of
Kashmir was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Christopher Gonzalez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects: Islam, Rights, and the History of Kashmir. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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