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Hegel’s Theory of Intelligibility picks up on recent revisionist readings of Hegel
to offer a productive new interpretation of his notoriously difficult work, the
Science of Logic. Rocío Zambrana transforms the revisionist tradition by
distilling the theory of normativity that Hegel elaborates in the Science of
Logic within the context of his signature treatment of negativity, unveiling how
both features of his system of thought operate on his theory of intelligibility. 
           
Zambrana clarifies crucial features of Hegel’s theory of normativity previously
thought to be absent from the argument of the Science of Logic—what she calls
normative precariousness and normative ambivalence. She shows that Hegel’s
theory of determinacy views intelligibility as both precarious, the result of
practices and institutions that gain and lose authority throughout history, and
ambivalent, accommodating opposite meanings and valences even when
enjoying normative authority. In this way, Zambrana shows that the Science of
Logic provides the philosophical justification for the necessary historicity of
intelligibility. Intervening in several recent developments in the study of Kant,
Hegel, and German Idealism more broadly, this book provides a productive new
understanding of the value of Hegel’s systematic ambitions.
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Hegel’s Theory of Intelligibility picks up on recent revisionist readings of Hegel to offer a productive new
interpretation of his notoriously difficult work, the Science of Logic. Rocío Zambrana transforms the
revisionist tradition by distilling the theory of normativity that Hegel elaborates in the Science of
Logic within the context of his signature treatment of negativity, unveiling how both features of his system
of thought operate on his theory of intelligibility. 
           
Zambrana clarifies crucial features of Hegel’s theory of normativity previously thought to be absent from the
argument of the Science of Logic—what she calls normative precariousness and normative ambivalence. She
shows that Hegel’s theory of determinacy views intelligibility as both precarious, the result of practices and
institutions that gain and lose authority throughout history, and ambivalent, accommodating opposite
meanings and valences even when enjoying normative authority. In this way, Zambrana shows that the
Science of Logic provides the philosophical justification for the necessary historicity of intelligibility.
Intervening in several recent developments in the study of Kant, Hegel, and German Idealism more broadly,
this book provides a productive new understanding of the value of Hegel’s systematic ambitions.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Hegel’s Theory of Intelligibility offers a brilliant and fresh account of Hegel’s doctrine of normativity.
Taking as its central text one of Hegel’s most intricate works, the Science of Logic, the book revisits in a new
light central concepts such as negativity, determinacy, and intelligibility, and connects Hegel’s dialectic to
central issues of the contemporary philosophical debate. This is a successful effort in bringing Hegel’s idea
of normative authority to the forefront.”
(Angelica Nuzzo, City University of New York)

“This is a powerful book—masterful in its textual command, sharply argued, and well-positioned to
intervene in the current revisionist debates regarding Hegel’s status as a ‘non-metaphysical,’ irreversibly
post-Kantian, thinker. Zambrana engages Hegel’s modernity precisely at the point where his thought is
usually taken to regress most. Far from serving up a sophisticated recycling of some kind of pre-critical
rationalist ontology, as is so often assumed, the Science of Logic becomes the site where Hegel’s modernist
credentials are most sharply revealed.”
(Rebecca Comay, University of Toronto)

“The greatest virtue of Zambrana’s book is that it weaves together the best elements of interpretations that
are often taken to be incompatible. The Hegel presented in these pages is both historicist and metaphysical, a
theorist of both intelligibility and ‘normative ambivalence.’ By refocusing attention on Hegel’s modernism
and on his conception of determinacy, Zambrana provides a new impetus for the renaissance in research on
Hegel’s Science of Logic.”
(Dean Moyar, Johns Hopkins University)

“Through a reinvigorating reading of the Science of Logic and other key texts, Zambrana not only
convincingly challenges standard accounts of Hegel but also demonstrates the relevance of his most daunting
work for contemporary reflections on the precarious nature of any determinate norm or practice”
(Karin de Boer, University of Leuven)

About the Author

Rocío Zambrana is assistant professor of philosophy at the University of Oregon. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility ended up being making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
book Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship using the book Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.



Jean Ashburn:

Beside this kind of Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Delores Breedlove:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Rodolfo Born:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Hegel's Theory of Intelligibility when you required it?
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