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Cities throughout the Roman Empire flourished during the reign of Hadrian
(A.D. 117-138), a phenomenon that not only strengthened and legitimized
Roman dominion over its possessions but also revealed Hadrian as a masterful
negotiator of power relationships. In this comprehensive investigation into the
vibrant urban life that existed under Hadrian's rule, Mary T. Boatwright focuses
on the emperor's direct interactions with Rome's cities, exploring the many
benefactions for which he was celebrated on coins and in literary works and
inscriptions. Although such evidence is often as imprecise as it is laudatory, its
collective analysis, undertaken for the first time together with all other related
material, reveals that over 130 cities received at least one benefaction directly
from Hadrian. The benefactions, mediated by members of the empire's municipal
elite, touched all aspects of urban life; they included imperial patronage of
temples and hero tombs, engineering projects, promotion of athletic and cultural
competitions, settlement of boundary disputes, and remission of taxes.

Even as he manifested imperial benevolence, Hadrian reaffirmed the self-
sufficiency and traditions of cities from Spain to Syria, the major exception being
his harsh treatment of Jerusalem, which sparked the Third Jewish Revolt.
Overall, the assembled evidence points to Hadrian's recognition of imperial
munificence to cities as essential to the peace and prosperity of the empire.
Boatwright's treatment of Hadrian and Rome's cities is unique in that it
encompasses events throughout the empire, drawing insights from archaeology
and art history as well as literature, economy, and religion.
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Cities throughout the Roman Empire flourished during the reign of Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), a phenomenon
that not only strengthened and legitimized Roman dominion over its possessions but also revealed Hadrian as
a masterful negotiator of power relationships. In this comprehensive investigation into the vibrant urban life
that existed under Hadrian's rule, Mary T. Boatwright focuses on the emperor's direct interactions with
Rome's cities, exploring the many benefactions for which he was celebrated on coins and in literary works
and inscriptions. Although such evidence is often as imprecise as it is laudatory, its collective analysis,
undertaken for the first time together with all other related material, reveals that over 130 cities received at
least one benefaction directly from Hadrian. The benefactions, mediated by members of the empire's
municipal elite, touched all aspects of urban life; they included imperial patronage of temples and hero
tombs, engineering projects, promotion of athletic and cultural competitions, settlement of boundary
disputes, and remission of taxes.

Even as he manifested imperial benevolence, Hadrian reaffirmed the self-sufficiency and traditions of cities
from Spain to Syria, the major exception being his harsh treatment of Jerusalem, which sparked the Third
Jewish Revolt. Overall, the assembled evidence points to Hadrian's recognition of imperial munificence to
cities as essential to the peace and prosperity of the empire. Boatwright's treatment of Hadrian and Rome's
cities is unique in that it encompasses events throughout the empire, drawing insights from archaeology and
art history as well as literature, economy, and religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[Boatwright's] analysis of this evidence provides a clear picture of how image dissemination and imperial
benefactions worked in practice, while raising specific questions about Hadrian's interaction with the East . .
. A welcome addition to scholarship."--Caroline Vout, Times Literary Supplement

"An original, readable, and thought-provoking [book]."--James C. Anderson, The Classical Outlook

"Impressive. . . . [Boatwright's] nuanced attention to social and gender issues deepens understanding of
Roman urban life. . . . The author is due thanks for enhancing the understanding of this imperial philosopher-
king and the complex social structure of his empire."--Choice

From the Inside Flap
"Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire is an important book, new in the organization of a significant
body of material, which ought to be valuable for those interested in the ancient world generally and in the
history of urbanism."--Anthony R. Birley, Heinrich-Heine University, Dusseldorf

From the Back Cover

"Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire is an important book, new in the organization of a significant
body of material, which ought to be valuable for those interested in the ancient world generally and in the
history of urbanism."--Anthony R. Birley, Heinrich-Heine University, Dusseldorf

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tom Moore:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you
to definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your
knowledge to others. When you read this Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire, it is possible to tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Ilene Cody:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single



word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before.
The Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Chambers:

This Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment
right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
in which?

Richard Starkes:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Hadrian and the
Cities of the Roman Empire. You can more inviting than now.
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