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An eye-opening and previously untold story, Factory Girls is the first look into
the everyday lives of the migrant factory population in China.

China has 130 million migrant workers—the largest migration in human history.
In Factory Girls, Leslie T. Chang, a former correspondent for the Wall Street
Journal in Beijing, tells the story of these workers primarily through the lives of
two young women, whom she follows over the course of three years as they
attempt to rise from the assembly lines of Dongguan, an industrial city in China’s
Pearl River Delta.

As she tracks their lives, Chang paints a never-before-seen picture of migrant
life—a world where nearly everyone is under thirty; where you can lose your
boyfriend and your friends with the loss of a mobile phone; where a few
computer or English lessons can catapult you into a completely different social
class. Chang takes us inside a sneaker factory so large that it has its own hospital,
movie theater, and fire department; to posh karaoke bars that are fronts for
prostitution; to makeshift English classes where students shave their heads in
monklike devotion and sit day after day in front of machines watching English
words flash by; and back to a farming village for the Chinese New Year,
revealing the poverty and idleness of rural life that drive young girls to leave
home in the first place. Throughout this riveting portrait, Chang also interweaves
the story of her own family’s migrations, within China and to the West,
providing historical and personal frames of reference for her investigation.

A book of global significance that provides new insight into China, Factory Girls
demonstrates how the mass movement from rural villages to cities is remaking
individual lives and transforming Chinese society, much as immigration to
America’s shores remade our own country a century ago.
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An eye-opening and previously untold story, Factory Girls is the first look into the everyday lives of the
migrant factory population in China.

China has 130 million migrant workers—the largest migration in human history. In Factory Girls, Leslie T.
Chang, a former correspondent for the Wall Street Journal in Beijing, tells the story of these workers
primarily through the lives of two young women, whom she follows over the course of three years as they
attempt to rise from the assembly lines of Dongguan, an industrial city in China’s Pearl River Delta.

As she tracks their lives, Chang paints a never-before-seen picture of migrant life—a world where nearly
everyone is under thirty; where you can lose your boyfriend and your friends with the loss of a mobile
phone; where a few computer or English lessons can catapult you into a completely different social class.
Chang takes us inside a sneaker factory so large that it has its own hospital, movie theater, and fire
department; to posh karaoke bars that are fronts for prostitution; to makeshift English classes where students
shave their heads in monklike devotion and sit day after day in front of machines watching English words
flash by; and back to a farming village for the Chinese New Year, revealing the poverty and idleness of rural
life that drive young girls to leave home in the first place. Throughout this riveting portrait, Chang also
interweaves the story of her own family’s migrations, within China and to the West, providing historical and
personal frames of reference for her investigation.

A book of global significance that provides new insight into China, Factory Girls demonstrates how the
mass movement from rural villages to cities is remaking individual lives and transforming Chinese society,
much as immigration to America’s shores remade our own country a century ago.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Chang, a former Beijing correspondent for the Wall Street Journal, explores the urban
realities and rural roots of a community, until now, as unacknowledged as it is massive—China's 130 million
workers whose exodus from villages to factory and city life is the largest migration in history. Chang spent
three years following the successes, hardships and heartbreaks of two teenage girls, Min and Chunming,
migrants working the assembly lines in Dongguan, one of the new factory cities that have sprung up all over
China. The author's incorporation of their diaries, e-mails and text messages into the narrative allows the
girls—with their incredible ambition and youth—to emerge powerfully upon the page. Dongguan city is
itself a character, with talent markets where migrants talk their way into their next big break, a lively if not
always romantic online dating community and a computerized English language school where students shave
their heads like monks to show commitment to their studies. A first generation Chinese-American, Chang
uses details of her own family's immigration to provide a vivid personal framework for her contemporary
observations. A gifted storyteller, Chang plumbs these private narratives to craft a work of universal
relevance. (Oct. 7)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
China is in the midst of history?s largest human migration, a hundred and thirty million of its citizens having
left their home villages in search of urban employment. Chang, an American of Chinese descent, explores
the migrant experience and ?the burden of being Chinese? through the lives of several young women in the
industrial city of Dongguan. Their Sisyphean attempts at self-reinvention are both entertaining and poignant;
the most ambitious of them achieves modest success selling dubious health products, before falling under the
spell of an American raw-food guru. In her diary, she reminds herself, ?We can be ordinary but we must not
be vulgar.? Chang?s fine prose and her keen sense of detail more than compensate for the occasional
digression, and her book is an intimate portrait of a strange and hidden landscape, ?a universe of relentless
motion.?
Copyright ©2008 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine
When it comes to global economics, Leslie T. Chang knows both sides of the equation well—that is, from
the vastly different perspectives of East and West. Her readable, compelling account of human migration in
Factory Girls will open many eyes, particularly in her in-depth profiles of young women who face nearly
intolerable working conditions and ruthless competition ("People who are too honest in this society will lose
out," the instructor of a turnkey school told Chang) as they struggle to make their way. Chang's own
ancestors are on the periphery, and the author ably recounts her family's varied, tragic past in the context of a
story whose ripples will surely have global repercussions in the coming years. The only complaint? Chang's
own family story is worthy of its own book.
Copyright 2008 Bookmarks Publishing LLC

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jenny Dill:

This Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China in your hand like having the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten
or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Isaias McGee:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Factory Girls: From Village to City in a
Changing China can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Thomas Palmer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Factory Girls:
From Village to City in a Changing China.

Hugo Carter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China when you needed it?
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