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Spiders are among the most diverse groups of terrestrial invertebrates, yet they
are among the least studied and understood. This first comprehensive guide to all
68 spider families in North America beautifully illustrates 469 of the most
commonly encountered species. Group keys enable identification by web type
and other observable details, and species descriptions include identification tips,
typical habitat, geographic distribution, and behavioral notes. A concise
illustrated introduction to spider biology and anatomy explains spider
relationships. This book is a critical resource for curious naturalists who want to
understand this ubiquitous and ecologically critical component of our biosphere.
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Spiders are among the most diverse groups of terrestrial invertebrates, yet they are among the least studied
and understood. This first comprehensive guide to all 68 spider families in North America beautifully
illustrates 469 of the most commonly encountered species. Group keys enable identification by web type and
other observable details, and species descriptions include identification tips, typical habitat, geographic
distribution, and behavioral notes. A concise illustrated introduction to spider biology and anatomy explains
spider relationships. This book is a critical resource for curious naturalists who want to understand this
ubiquitous and ecologically critical component of our biosphere.
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Editorial Review

Review

“People with an interest in North American spiders should enjoy this book.”
(Ian Paulsen Birdbooker Report/The Guardian 2013-02-17)

"This is a fabulous book, worthy of a place on the bookshelves of any arachnological library."
(David Penney British Arachnological Society Newsletter 2013-04-01)

"High quality." "We only wish we had had access to this book when we were first learning the sometimes
difficult art of spider identification."
(Paula E. Cushing American Entomologist 2015-03-01)

"A critical resource for curious naturalists."
(Northeastern 2015-05-01)

"Bradley’s admiration of and attention to these animals is evident. . . The result is not only a remarkable
compendium of information about conspicuous spiders in North America, but a gateway to their study and
appreciation.”
(Paula E. Cushing American Entomologist)

From the Inside Flap

“Common Spiders of North America is an exceptionally well constructed and illustrated guide that fills a
large gap in America's natural history guides. It will stimulate scientific research and public interest in one of
the most diverse and abundant of all animal groups.”--Edward O. Wilson, Museum of Comparative Zoology,
Harvard University

“Bradley provides a very well written introduction to the biology, natural history, collection, and
identification of spiders and provides stunningly beautiful illustrations of nearly 500 common species found
in North America. This book is designed to be used by all arachnophiles (and brave arachnophobes) from
young to old and from backyard naturalist to scientist. No other field guide on this subject provides such
detailed information and illustrations about so many species. It is a must-have for anyone interested in nature
and the animals with whom we share this planet.”--Paula E. Cushing, co-author of Spiders of North America:
An Identification Manual

About the Author

Richard Bradley is an Associate Professor Emeritus at the Ohio State University, Department of Evolution,
Ecology, and Organismal Biology. He earned his Ph.D. in Biology at the University of New Mexico,
studying the population biology of scorpions, and has been an active researcher and teacher since 1972,
publishing on the behavior and ecology of birds, scorpions, and spiders.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Garrison:

This Common Spiders of North America book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Common Spiders of North America without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Common Spiders of North America can bring whenever you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Common Spiders of North America having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Stacey Lawrence:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Common Spiders of North America book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Richard King:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The
Common Spiders of North America is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dawn Brown:

Common Spiders of North America can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Common Spiders of North America however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial contemplating.
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