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The story of the first British bombing raid of the Second World War, of why
Bomber Command flew by night and of the Wellington Mk.1A are all closely
linked together. It is a story of the stone age of strategic bombing.

On the 4th of September 1939 Squadron Leader Paul Harris led 149 Squadron to
Brunsbüttel, Wilhelmshaven in a Mk. 1 Wellington L4302. On the way he
ordered that the guns of his airplane be tested, only to make the horrifying
discovery that not one of them worked. He was flying to Germany in an aircraft
that was completely defenseless. Not wanting to turn back on the first raid of the
war he made the decision to press on regardless.

On the 18th of December he flew to Wilhelmshaven once again and took part in
the Battle of Heligoland Bight, the first major encounter between the Royal Air
Force and the Luftwaffe. This time he flew a Wellington Mk.1A, N2980, or “R”
for Robert, and this time his guns worked and were red hot. Out of a total 11,461
Wellington bombers produced, Paul Harris’ old Wimpy is now the only one left
that fought back against Nazi tyranny and survived to rest now in Brooklands
Museum
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Author Robin Holmes, in the course of extensive underwater research, located and organized the recovery of
the aircraft from its resting place in Loch Ness. 'The Battle of Heligoland Bight' tells the dramatic history of
the plane, its crew, the German opposition they encountered and the battles they fought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Battle of Heligoland
Bight 1939: The Royal Air Force and the Luftwaffe's Baptism of Fire book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Mandy Jackson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Battle of Heligoland Bight 1939: The Royal Air Force and the Luftwaffe's Baptism of Fire.

Shirley Pedro:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the guide untitled Battle of Heligoland Bight 1939: The Royal Air Force and the Luftwaffe's Baptism
of Fire can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Thomas Busch:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Battle of Heligoland Bight 1939: The Royal Air Force and the Luftwaffe's
Baptism of Fire it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book features high quality.
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