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Alfred Gell puts forward a new anthropological theory of visual art, seen as a
form of instrumental action: the making of things as a means of influencing the
thoughts and actions of others. He argues that existing anthropological and
aesthetic theories take an overwhelmingly passive point of view, and questions
the criteria that accord art status only to a certain class of objects and not to
others. The anthropology of art is here reformulated as the anthropology of a
category of action: Gell shows how art objects embody complex intentionalities
and mediate social agency. He explores the psychology of patterns and
perceptions, art and personhood, the control of knowledge, and the interpretation
of meaning, drawing upon a diversity of artistic traditions--European, Indian,
Polynesian, Melanesian, and Australian.

Art and Agency was completed just before Alfred Gell's death at the age of 51 in
January 1997. It embodies the intellectual bravura, lively wit, vigour, and
erudition for which he was admired, and will stand as an enduring testament to
one of the most gifted anthropologists of his generation.
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Alfred Gell puts forward a new anthropological theory of visual art, seen as a form of instrumental action:
the making of things as a means of influencing the thoughts and actions of others. He argues that existing
anthropological and aesthetic theories take an overwhelmingly passive point of view, and questions the
criteria that accord art status only to a certain class of objects and not to others. The anthropology of art is
here reformulated as the anthropology of a category of action: Gell shows how art objects embody complex
intentionalities and mediate social agency. He explores the psychology of patterns and perceptions, art and
personhood, the control of knowledge, and the interpretation of meaning, drawing upon a diversity of artistic
traditions--European, Indian, Polynesian, Melanesian, and Australian.

Art and Agency was completed just before Alfred Gell's death at the age of 51 in January 1997. It embodies
the intellectual bravura, lively wit, vigour, and erudition for which he was admired, and will stand as an
enduring testament to one of the most gifted anthropologists of his generation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[This] is not only a contribution to anthropology but a subtle and original counterweight to the banalities of
globalization theory."--Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Alfred Gell is a former Reader in Anthropology in the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Campbell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory
was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory is not only giving you far more
new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Art and Agency: An
Anthropological Theory. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Josette Roscoe:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Art and Agency: An Anthropological
Theory is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Scott Harrington:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Art and Agency: An
Anthropological Theory suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theoryis the one of several books which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,



so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Jeannie Brenner:

This Art and Agency: An Anthropological Theory is great guide for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Art and
Agency: An Anthropological Theory in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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