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Described by the architectural critic Sigfried Giedion as the “Magus of the
North,” Alvar Aalto (1898–1976) is the best-known Finnish architect of his
generation and a leading proponent of a more human modernism. His buildings
such as the Paimio Sanatorium (1933), the legendary Villa Mairea (1939) and the
church of the Three Crosses in Vuoksenniska (1958), embody a masterful
interplay of organic volumes, forms and materials. From door handles and
lighting fixtures to built-in furniture, Aalto frequently designed complete
interiors down to the smallest detail. With his plywood chairs, the master builder
additionally became one of the most significant designers of the twentieth
century. His Savoy Vase represents the quintessential qualities of Finnish and
organic design. This richly illustrated book is the first in many years to offer a
comprehensive and current overview of Aalto’s oeuvre as an architect, designer
and urban planner. Ten authors, including the renowned architectural historians
Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen and Akos Moravanszky, and MoMA curator Pedro
Gadanho, address central aspects of Aalto’s work. Particular attention is paid to
Aalto’s dialogue with important artists of his day, including Laszlo Moholy-
Nagy, Jean Arp, Alexander Calder and Fernand Léger, as well as his interest in
film, cinema and photography, whose influences on his work are examined here
for the first time. The catalogue section presents numerous never-before-seen
original drawings and architectural models from the archive of the Alvar Aalto
Foundation. This perspective on Aalto is complemented with photographs by
Armin Linke, who documented a number of Aalto’s buildings anew especially
for this publication. As these images demonstrate, Aalto’s work is as current and
inspiring today as it was at the time of its creation.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

The ability that you get from Alvar Aalto: Second Nature will be the more deep you digging the information
that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Alvar Aalto: Second Nature giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular Alvar Aalto: Second Nature instantly.

Carissa Taylor:

The book with title Alvar Aalto: Second Nature includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lorri Nicholson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Alvar Aalto: Second Nature your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before.
The Alvar Aalto: Second Nature giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Ollie Brooks:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the



outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Alvar Aalto: Second Nature why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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