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Facing death results in more fear and anxiety than any other human experience.
Though much has been done to address the physical pain suffered by those with a
terminal illness, Western medicine has been slow to understand and alleviate the
psychological and spiritual distress that comes with the knowledge of death. In
What Dying People Want, Dr. David Kuhl begins to bridge that gap by
addressing end-of-life realities--practical and emotional--through his own
experiences as a doctor and through the words and experiences of people who
knew that they were dying.

Dr. Kuhl presents ways of finding new life in the process of dying, understanding
the inner reality of living with a terminal illness, and addressing the fear of pain,
as well as pain itself. He also offers concrete guidance on how to enhance
doctor/patient relationships and hold family meetings, and provides an
introduction to the process of life review.

It is possible to find meaning and peace in the face of death. What Dying People
Want "helps us learn to view the knowledge of death as a gift, not a curse." (New
Times)
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The introduction in this wise book mentions something that author David Kuhl learned from his years of
working with the terminally ill: "I didn't know how to talk to them about dying." In What Dying People
Want, Kuhl shares his education on this topic by focusing on the daily experience of patients who are
learning how to broach such discussions with their caregivers and families while coming to terms with their
own mortality.

Heart-wrenching personal stories are intertwined with practical suggestions, and specific instances are
frequently used to illustrate techniques, processes, and the importance of telling your story, rather than
assuming your family already knows it. Kuhl focuses particularly on coming to terms with one's past.
Discussions of family histories, lifelong priorities, and difficult choices are emphasized as tools for making
peace among family members and with one's own conscience.

The daily life of pain management and support groups is also covered in detail, and Kuhl offers plenty of
suggestions on how to begin that difficult conversation in which death is first acknowledged as a rapidly
approaching fact. Written for patients and caregivers as well as friends and family, this useful guide will help
everyone involved navigate the twists and turns of terminal illness. --Jill Lightner

From Library Journal
Drawing from case studies that he conducted as part of the Soros Foundation's "Death in America" project,
Kuhl provides a balanced perspective on caring for the terminally ill. An M.D. himself, he acknowledges that
doctors sometimes have poor interpersonal skills, and he offers helpful insight into why this is so and how
patients can foster better communication. Besides discussing the physician's account of the clinical aspects of
the dying process, Kuhl sensitively examines the harder-to-define psychological and spiritual issues.
Unfortunately, he often focuses too much on certain patients whose stories are interesting but perhaps less
applicable to the average person. Written for a general audience, this book will also fit well into medical
libraries and other healthcare collections. Kuhl's research makes a good companion to Cynthia Pearson and
Margaret L. Stubbs's Parting Company: Understanding the Loss of a Loved One. [The Soros Foundation,
named after Hungarian American philanthropist George Soros, is a group of nonprofit organizations
dedicated to creating and sustaining open societies around the world. Ed.] Annette Haines, Art & Design
Field Lib., Anne Arbor, M.
- Annette Haines, Art & Design Field Lib., Anne Arbor, MI
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[A]n all-encompassing guide for people with a terminal illness and those who know someone who is
dying." -- New York Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Ealy:

The book What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End Of Life make you feel enjoy for your



spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End Of Life being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End
Of Life. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Robert Nobles:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End Of Life book is readable
by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End Of Life content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking What Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For
The End Of Life is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Terrence Kimball:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
reading a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like What
Dying People Want: Practical Wisdom For The End Of Life which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.

Hubert Macarthur:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually What Dying People Want: Practical
Wisdom For The End Of Life.
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