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The World of Odysseus is a concise and penetrating account of the society that
gave birth to the Iliad and the Odyssey--a book that provides a vivid picture of
the Greek Dark Ages, its men and women, works and days, morals and values.
Long celebrated as a pathbreaking achievement in the social history of the
ancient world, M.I. Finley's brilliant study remains, as classicist Bernard Knox
notes in his introduction to this new edition, "as indispensable to the professional
as it is accessible to the general reader"--a fundamental companion for students
of Homer and Homeric Greece.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
M.I. FINLEY (1912–1986), the son of Nathan Finkelstein and Anna Katzellenbogen, was born in New York
City. He graduated from Syracuse University at the age of fifteen and received an MA in public law from
Columbia, before turning to the study of ancient history. During the Thirties Finley taught at Columbia and
City College and developed an interest in the sociology of the ancient world that was shaped in part by his
association with members of the Frankfurt School who were working in exile in America. In 1952, when he
was teaching at Rutgers, Finley was summoned before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and asked
whether he had ever been a member of the Communist Party. He refused to answer, invoking the Fifth
Amendment; by the end of the year he had been fired from the university by a unanimous vote of its trustees.
Unable to find work in the US, Finley moved to England, where he taught for many years at Cambridge,
helping to redirect the focus of classical education from a narrow emphasis on philology to a wider concern
with culture, economics, and society. He became a British subject in 1962 and was knighted in 1979. Among
Finley’s best-known works are The Ancient Economy, Ancient Slavery and Modern Ideology, and The World
of Odysseus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Vincent:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The World of Odysseus (New York Review Books Classics).

Margaret Hall:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The World of Odysseus (New York Review
Books Classics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Pearl Young:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The World of Odysseus (New York



Review Books Classics) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Jacob Florence:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The World of Odysseus (New York Review Books Classics)
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes The World of Odysseus (New York Review Books Classics) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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