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The Magician's House Quartet

Thirteen-year-old William Constant and his two younger sisters, Mary and Alice,
have come to ancient, mysterious Golden House in Wales for the holidays. Their
lives will never be the same once they enter the Magician's House -- and discover
their destiny.

What evil lurks in Golden House?
The children know...

William knew something was wrong from the moment they arrived at the
railroad station on the border of Wales. First came the stranger who said his
name was Steven. "Remember me," he said. Then he vanished. By the time they
reached Golden House, even Mary and Alice felt something odd. Who -- or what
-- are the strange animals...a fox, a dog, an owl...that seem to be able to read their
minds? Why is it that sometimes the children even see out of the eyes of the
animals and hear with their ears? And what is that prickling sensation pulling
them toward the secret steps up the chimney? Nothing can stop them as they are
drawn deep into the old house, into the realm of the Magician.
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Thirteen-year-old William Constant and his two younger sisters, Mary and Alice, have come to ancient,
mysterious Golden House in Wales for the holidays. Their lives will never be the same once they enter the
Magician's House -- and discover their destiny.

What evil lurks in Golden House?
The children know...

William knew something was wrong from the moment they arrived at the railroad station on the border of
Wales. First came the stranger who said his name was Steven. "Remember me," he said. Then he vanished.
By the time they reached Golden House, even Mary and Alice felt something odd. Who -- or what -- are the
strange animals...a fox, a dog, an owl...that seem to be able to read their minds? Why is it that sometimes the
children even see out of the eyes of the animals and hear with their ears? And what is that prickling
sensation pulling them toward the secret steps up the chimney? Nothing can stop them as they are drawn
deep into the old house, into the realm of the Magician.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 5-8-With their doctor parents in Ethiopia, William Constant and his younger sisters must spend winter
holidays with their Uncle Jack and his girlfriend in a remote mansion in Wales. The children adore their
Uncle Jack, but are suspicious of pregnant Phoebe, a vegetarian. With nothing to do and the prospect of a
meatless Christmas dinner staring them in the face, the youngsters are miserable. Then, as Uncle Jack begins
to discover the strange history of his newly purchased house and Phoebe and the animals of the countryside
begin acting strangely, the siblings notice a window at the top of the chimney. Quick figuring leads them to
the conclusion that there is a secret room, and thanks to a trick of the light, William discovers the steps in the
chimney that lead them to a magician. Stephen Tyler, magician and visitor from the past, says they will be
tested, and they are. When the house becomes snowbound and Phoebe goes into labor, it's up to the children
and their animal companions to save the day (and the baby). This first book in a quartet (already finished in
its native Britain) might be paced a bit slowly for some American readers, but the writing is excellent, the
mood appropriate and sustained, and the characters nicely rounded. A must for all paperback fantasy
collections.-Timothy Capehart, Leominster Public Library, MA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
Good Housekeeping One of the best written and most exciting series of novels for young readers. -- Review

About the Author
William Corlett, after being educated at Fettes College in Edinburgh, trained as an actor at the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art in London. He soon started writing plays for the theater, including The Gentle
Avalanche and Return Ticket, which were performed in London. Many television plays followed, including
the award-winning series Barriers, for which he received the Writers' Guild Award for Best Children's
Writer and a Gold Award at the New York International Film and Television Festival. His script for the
children's series The Paper Lads won him another Writers' Guild Award for Best Children's Writer.

Between 1978 and 1988, William wrote a number of novels for young adults, including The Gate of Eden,
The Land Beyond, Return to the Gate, The Dark Side of the Moon, Bloxworth Blue, and The Secret Line. He
also co-wrote The Question Series, which is a series of six books about world religions. His adaptation of the
Jill Paton Walsh novel Torch was filmed by Edinburgh Films during 1990 and earned him another
nomination for the Writers' Guild Best Children's Writer of the Year Award. In addition, his adaptation of
the Elizabeth Goudge novel The Little White Horse was shown on BBC in 1994 and won a Silver Award at
the New York International Film and TV Festival. William Corlett's Magician's House Quartet, originally
published by The Bodley Head in London recently became a major BBC television series. The Summer of
the Haunting, a contemporary ghost story, is his most recent novel for young readers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jesus Gilbert:

The book with title The Steps up the Chimney (Magician's House Quartet) has a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Debra Espiritu:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Steps up the Chimney (Magician's House Quartet) this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.

Jessie Orlando:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Steps up the Chimney (Magician's House
Quartet) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Teresa Obannon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Steps up the Chimney
(Magician's House Quartet).
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