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Hopes for a new peaceful international order after the end of the Cold War have
been dashed by sobering realities: Great powers are once again competing for
honor and influence. Nation-states remain as strong as ever, as do the old,
explosive forces of ambitious nationalism. The world remains “unipolar,” but
international competition among the United States, Russia, China, Europe, Japan,
India, and Iran raise new threats of regional conflict. Communism is dead, but a
new contest between western liberalism and the great eastern autocracies of
Russia and China has reinjected ideology into geopolitics. Finally, radical
Islamists are waging a violent struggle against the modern secular cultures and
powers that, in their view, have dominated, penetrated, and polluted their Islamic
world. The grand expectation that after the Cold War the world would enter an
era of international geopolitical convergence has proven wrong.

For the past few years, the liberal world has been internally divided and
distracted by issues both profound and petty. Now, in The Return of History and
the End of Dreams, Robert Kagan masterfully poses the most important questions
facing the liberal democratic countries, challenging them to choose whether they
want to shape history or let others shape it for them.
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Editorial Review

Review
Advance Praise for The Return of History and the End of Dreams

“In this important, timely, and superbly-written book, Robert Kagan shows that the ‘end of history’ was an
illusion. Today’s global challenges pose a stern test for the world’s democracies. This book is a wake-up call
and should be read by policymakers, politicians, pundits and all who want a guide to the dangerous waters of
21st century geopolitics.”
—Senator John McCain

“Robert Kagan has once again written a provocative, thoughtful, and vitally important book that will reshape
the way we think about the world, the special purpose that America must play in it, and the principles that
must guide us. The Return of History and the End of Dreams is a must-read for anyone interested in the
future of American foreign policy–and a reminder of why Robert Kagan is one of our nation’s most
indispensable strategists.”
—Senator Joseph Lieberman

“An eloquent, powerful, disturbing, but ultimately hopeful view of the emerging balance of power in the
world–and America’s proper role in it. Kagan’s views will be an essential part of the debate that will shape
our next president’s foreign policy.”
—Richard Holbrooke, former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations

“Robert Kagan gives us a picture of the world today in all its complexity and its simplicity. This is a world
where America is dominant but cannot dominate, where the struggle for power and prestige goes on as it
always has. Power is at the service of ideas, but the key ideas are also ideas about power: democracy and
autocracy. All this in a hundred pages, with style, energy and panache.”
—Robert Cooper, Director-General for External and Politico-Military Affairs at the General Secretariat of
the Council of the European Union

From the Publisher
Narrator Information: Holter Graham has recorded numerous audiobooks, and is a stage, television, and
screen actor. Some film credits include Fly Away Home, Maximum Overdrive, and Hairspray, and on TV he
has appeared on Law and Order and New York Undercover.

About the Author
Robert Kagan is senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Transatlantic Fellow at
the German Marshall Fund, and a columnist for The Washington Post. He is also the author of A Twilight
Struggle: American Power and Nicaragua, 1977–1990, and editor, with William Kristol, of Present
Dangers: Crisis and Opportunity in American Foreign and Defense Policy. Kagan served in the State
Department from 1984 to 1988. He lives in Brussels with his family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Robert Hicks:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Return of
History and the End of Dreams to read.

Debra Daniel:

This The Return of History and the End of Dreams book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. That The Return of History and the End of Dreams without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Return of History and the
End of Dreams can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Return of History and the End of
Dreams having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Anne Braden:

This book untitled The Return of History and the End of Dreams to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Courtney Osteen:

This The Return of History and the End of Dreams is great book for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The Return of History and the End of Dreams in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right
but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?
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