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By zooming in on urban localities in India and by unpacking the 'meaning of the
local' for those who live in them, the ten papers in this volume redress a recurrent
asymmetry in contemporary debates about globalisation.  In much literature, the
global is associated with transnationalism, dynamism and activity, and the local
with static identities and history. 

Focusing on a range of locales in India's metropolitan areas and provincial small
towns, the contributions move beyond the assertion that space is socially
constructed to explore the ways in which social and political relations are
themselves spatially and historically contingent.  Using detailed ethnography, the
authors highlight the vitality of place-making in the lives of urban dwellers and
the centrality of a 'politics of place' in the production of power, difference and
inequality. The volume illustrates how urban spaces are increasingly
interconnected through wider social and spatial processes, while local boundaries
and group-based identities are at the same time reconstructed, and often even
consolidated, through the use of 'traditional' idioms and localised practices. 

All contributions relate detailed case studies of everyday activities to a range of
contemporary debates that highlight various spatial aspects of cultural identities,
economic restructuring and political processes in India.  The volume provides an
interdisciplinary perspective on urban life in rapidly changing political and
economic environments. It offers a contribution to policy-orientated debates on
urban livelihoods and urban planning as well as a wealth of ethnographic
material for those interested in the spatial dimensions of urban life in India.
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By zooming in on urban localities in India and by unpacking the 'meaning of the local' for those who live in
them, the ten papers in this volume redress a recurrent asymmetry in contemporary debates about
globalisation.  In much literature, the global is associated with transnationalism, dynamism and activity, and
the local with static identities and history. 

Focusing on a range of locales in India's metropolitan areas and provincial small towns, the contributions
move beyond the assertion that space is socially constructed to explore the ways in which social and political
relations are themselves spatially and historically contingent.  Using detailed ethnography, the authors
highlight the vitality of place-making in the lives of urban dwellers and the centrality of a 'politics of place'
in the production of power, difference and inequality. The volume illustrates how urban spaces are
increasingly interconnected through wider social and spatial processes, while local boundaries and group-
based identities are at the same time reconstructed, and often even consolidated, through the use of
'traditional' idioms and localised practices. 

All contributions relate detailed case studies of everyday activities to a range of contemporary debates that
highlight various spatial aspects of cultural identities, economic restructuring and political processes in
India.  The volume provides an interdisciplinary perspective on urban life in rapidly changing political and
economic environments. It offers a contribution to policy-orientated debates on urban livelihoods and urban
planning as well as a wealth of ethnographic material for those interested in the spatial dimensions of urban
life in India.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Geert De Neve is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the University of Sussex, UK. He has a specific
interest in issues of anthropology and globalisation, as well as a more general interest in processes of
migration, modernity and social transformation.

Henrike Donner is Research Fellow in the Department of Anthropology at the London School of
Economics, UK. She is an urban anthropologist and has worked extensively in Calcutta, India. Her research
interests are focused on gender and kinship, education, reproductive change, middle-class lifestyles, urban
space and politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Meaning of the
Local: Politics of Place in Urban India.

Eric Frances:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book The Meaning of the Local: Politics of Place in Urban India
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high
quality.



Juan Crowe:

The Meaning of the Local: Politics of Place in Urban India can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Meaning of the
Local: Politics of Place in Urban India nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Julie Bailey:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Meaning of the Local: Politics of Place in
Urban India can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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