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The classic tale of one man’s struggle with alcoholism, this revolutionary novel
remains Charles Jackson’s best-known book—a daring autobiographical work
that paved the way for contemporary addiction literature.

It is 1936, and on the East Side of Manhattan, a would-be writer named Don
Birnam decides to have a drink. And then another, and then another, until he’s in
the midst of what becomes a five-day binge. The Lost Weekend moves with
unstoppable speed, propelled by a heartbreaking but unflinching truth. It
catapulted Charles Jackson to fame, and endures as an acute study of the ravages
of alcoholism, as well as an unforgettable parable of the condition of the modern
man.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A masterpiece of psychological precision.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Marvelous and horrifying. . . .  The best fictional account of alcoholism I have read.”
—Kingsley Amis

“A masterpiece . . . a book so powerful and understanding that many readers will find themselves riveted to
their chairs until the end.”
—The Saturday Review of Literature

“The novel is a miracle, handed down to Mr. Jackson by a higher power. Every sentence is right. . . . Let's
put it on the top shelf again, for all us lucky ex-drunks.”
—Barry Hannah

From the Publisher
6 1.5-hour cassettes

About the Author
Charles Jackson was born in 1903 and raised in the township of Arcadia, New York, in the Finger Lakes
region, where much of his fiction is set. After a youth marred by tuberculosis and alcoholism, Jackson
achieved international fame with his first novel, The Lost Weekend (1944), which was adapted into a classic
movie by Billy Wilder and Charles Brackett. Over the next nine years, Jackson published two more novels
and two story collections, while continuing to struggle with alcohol and drug addiction. In 1967, after a
fourteen-year silence, he returned to the best-seller lists with a novel about a nymphomaniac, A Second-Hand
Life, but the following year he died of an overdose at the Hotel Chelsea in Manhattan.

Blake Bailey is the author of Farther & Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles
Jackson. His other books include A Tragic Honesty: The Life and Work of Richard Yates, finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle Award, and Cheever: A Life, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award,
the Francis Parkman Prize, and finalist for the Pulitzer and James Tait Black Memorial Prize. He edited a
two-volume edition of Cheever’s work for The Library of America, and in 2010 received an Award in
Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He lives in Virginia with his wife and daughter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man
or woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each



person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Lost Weekend to
read.

Elizabeth Murphy:

Here thing why that The Lost Weekend are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Lost Weekend
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with The Lost Weekend. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Lost Weekend in e-book can be your option.

Dawn Hicks:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be The Lost Weekend.

George Medrano:

Beside this kind of The Lost Weekend in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Lost Weekend because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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