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The "magical power of the spoken word" is a topic that often comes up in a
discussion of biblical blessings and curses. What is the source of social and
linguistic power behind these blessings and curses? Many theologians would
agree that God can and does bless, but does God also curse? If so, what does that
mean to the biblical theology of the Old Testament and the Christian church?
Anderson's The Blessing and the Curse applies speech act theory as one way to
understand the performative function of blessings and curses. The concept of
speech acts provides a method of recognizing the potent social power of language
to accomplish certain ends, without drawing a hard line of distinction between
word-magic and religion. Even though the chief concepts and practices of
blessings and curses are deeply rooted in the broad cultural environment of the
ancient Near East, tracing specific trajectories of Old Testament blessings and
curses as theological themes conveys broad, inescapable implications for the
biblical narrative and the Christian church.
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The "magical power of the spoken word" is a topic that often comes up in a discussion of biblical blessings
and curses. What is the source of social and linguistic power behind these blessings and curses? Many
theologians would agree that God can and does bless, but does God also curse? If so, what does that mean to
the biblical theology of the Old Testament and the Christian church? Anderson's The Blessing and the Curse
applies speech act theory as one way to understand the performative function of blessings and curses. The
concept of speech acts provides a method of recognizing the potent social power of language to accomplish
certain ends, without drawing a hard line of distinction between word-magic and religion. Even though the
chief concepts and practices of blessings and curses are deeply rooted in the broad cultural environment of
the ancient Near East, tracing specific trajectories of Old Testament blessings and curses as theological
themes conveys broad, inescapable implications for the biblical narrative and the Christian church.
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Editorial Review

Review
''Jeff Anderson is a wise and even-handed guide into the richness of the Old Testament theological traditions.
Using what might seem like contradictory categories of blessing and curse, he leads the reader on a sweeping
tour of Old Testament claims about God's relations with humanity. The book is explicitly Christian without
being sectarian. It represents the fruits of many years of pastoral and scholarly service to the church.''
--Loren Crow, Northwest Christian University

''Within the presently multivalent landscape of Old Testament theology, The Blessing and the Curse creates
dialogue among descriptive and normative interests, conducting them toward fruitful results. The
significance of blessing and curse among the Old Testament's narratives and theological perspectives makes
Anderson's focused study on the subject an important read.''
--Nathan Maxwell, Palm Beach Atlantic University --Wipf and Stock Publishers

About the Author
Jeff S. Anderson is Professor of Religion at Wayland Baptist University's Anchorage Campus. He is the
author of The Internal Diversification of Second Temple Judaism (2002) and The Old Testament: It's Story
and History (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The
Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in the Theology of the Old Testament. All type of book is it possible to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jennifer Johnson:

This book untitled The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in the Theology of the Old Testament to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.



Jean Gaitan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in
the Theology of the Old Testament, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Nicole Powell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Blessing and the Curse: Trajectories in the Theology of the Old Testament when you desired
it?
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