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The rise of cinema as the predominant American entertainment around the turn of
the last century coincided with the migration of hundreds of thousands of African
Americans from the South to the urban "land of hope" in the North. This richly
illustrated book, discussing many early films and illuminating black urban life in
this period, is the first detailed look at the numerous early relationships between
African Americans and cinema. It investigates African American migrations onto
the screen, into the audience, and behind the camera, showing that African
American urban populations and cinema shaped each other in powerful ways.

Focusing on Black film culture in Chicago during the silent era, Migrating to the
Movies begins with the earliest cinematic representations of African Americans
and concludes with the silent films of Oscar Micheaux and other early "race
films" made for Black audiences, discussing some of the extraordinary ways in
which African Americans staked their claim in cinema's development as an art
and a cultural institution.
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The rise of cinema as the predominant American entertainment around the turn of the last century coincided
with the migration of hundreds of thousands of African Americans from the South to the urban "land of
hope" in the North. This richly illustrated book, discussing many early films and illuminating black urban
life in this period, is the first detailed look at the numerous early relationships between African Americans
and cinema. It investigates African American migrations onto the screen, into the audience, and behind the
camera, showing that African American urban populations and cinema shaped each other in powerful ways.

Focusing on Black film culture in Chicago during the silent era, Migrating to the Movies begins with the
earliest cinematic representations of African Americans and concludes with the silent films of Oscar
Micheaux and other early "race films" made for Black audiences, discussing some of the extraordinary ways
in which African Americans staked their claim in cinema's development as an art and a cultural institution.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With this book, Stewart establishes herself as the authority on early Black cinema. The historiography is
meticulous, original, and compelling. Stewart puts theory and history into productive conversation. An
extremely important work."

From the Inside Flap

"With this book, Stewart establishes herself as the authority on early Black cinema. The historiography is
meticulous, original and compelling. Stewart puts theory and history into productive conversation. An
extremely important work."—Linda Williams, author of Playing the Race Card

"As a child in West Virginia, I loved the movies, but I had little idea that my people's history was being
constructed (and deconstructed) as I watched them. Jacqueline Najuma Stewart's bold new book lets us see
how black history was, in part, made at the movies. The history of the Great Migration has rarely been so
vivid or compelling."—Henry Louis Gates, Jr., author of America Behind the Color Line: Dialogues with
African Americans

"Jacqueline Stewart's Migrating to the Movies finally brings the unmistakable sparkle of brilliance to the
field of racial constructions in early cinema. Part of Stewart's magic in this book is her substantial gift for
critical insight, while the other part of this inimitable brew is her uncanny grasp of this particular topic. As an
avid student of silent film for the past decade, I've been patiently waiting for a work that would juggle the
obvious sociological weight of the raw material while also grappling with the technological and aesthetic
complexities at stake. Migrating to the Movies is the first book to achieve this, and it is an indispensable
volume on racial constructions of vision and the scopic gaze in the early twentieth century."—Michele
Wallace, author of Dark Designs and Visual Culture

From the Back Cover
"With this book, Stewart establishes herself as the authority on early Black cinema. The historiography is
meticulous, original and compelling. Stewart puts theory and history into productive conversation. An
extremely important work."--Linda Williams, author of "Playing the Race Card

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

This Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity without we know teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Migrating
to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Migrating
to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity having very good arrangement in word and layout, so



you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Heather Bencomo:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban
Modernity as the daily resource information.

Joey Mendoza:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the book untitled Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Maria McGhee:

Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Migrating to the Movies: Cinema and Black Urban Modernity nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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