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This work, the third panel of a triptych dedicated by the author to the notion of
illness derived from the patristic and hagiographic texts of the Christian East
from the first to the fourteenth centuries, makes an essential contribution to the
history of mental illnesses and their therapies in a domain very little studied until
now. Confronted by the numerous problems still posed today in understanding
these illnesses, their treatment, and their relationship to those who are sick, he
shows the importance offered for reflection and current practice by early
Christian thought and experience. After indicating how the Fathers understood
the psyche and its relationship with body and spirit, the author gives a detailed
analysis of the different causes they attribute to mental illness and the various
treatments recommended. At the same time he shows how, relying on
fundamental Christian values, they manifest a constant solicitude and respect for
the sick, and how they are at pains to integrate them into community life and
have them participate in their own healing, foreshadowing in this way the needs
and aspirations of our own time. The last part discloses the deep significance of
one of the strangest and most fascinating forms of asceticism the Christian East
has known: 'folly for the sake of Christ', a madness feigned with the goal of
attaining a high degree of humility, but also a way well-suited, through a close
experience of their condition, to help those who are often among, today as in the
past, the most destitute. Jean-Claude Larchet is docteur dès lettres et sciences
humaines, docteur en théologie, and docteur d'État en philosophie. The author of
Thérapeutique des maladies spirituelles (Paris: Editions de l'Ancre, 1991) and
The Theology of Illness (Crestwood, New York: St Vladimir's Seminary Press,
2002), he is a specialist in questions of health, sickness, and healing. He is today
one of the foremost St Maximus the Confessor specialists.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do that. You
must know how great and important the book Mental Disorders & Spiritual Healing: Teachings from the
Early Christian East. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Geraldine Carlson:

The reserve untitled Mental Disorders & Spiritual Healing: Teachings from the Early Christian East is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Mental Disorders & Spiritual
Healing: Teachings from the Early Christian East from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Annetta Doucette:

Mental Disorders & Spiritual Healing: Teachings from the Early Christian East can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mental
Disorders & Spiritual Healing: Teachings from the Early Christian East but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Maria Mariani:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their interest.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Mental Disorders & Spiritual Healing: Teachings from the Early Christian
East can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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