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What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey?. Shares a meal? Gets
drenched in a sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel
or poem than is readily visible on the surface—a symbol, maybe, that remains
elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character—and there's that sneaking
suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you.

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how
easy and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world
where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain,
whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes
to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read Literature Like a
Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience more
enriching, satisfying, and fun.
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What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey?. Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden rain
shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the surface—a
symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character—and there's that sneaking
suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you.

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to
unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify
a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes to
literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect
companion for making your reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

A thoroughly revised and updated edition of Thomas C. Foster's classic guide—a lively and entertaining
introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes, and contexts—that shows you how
to make your everyday reading experience more rewarding and enjoyable.

While many books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings interwoven
in these texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those hidden truths by looking at
literature with the eyes—and the literary codes—of the ultimate professional reader: the college professor.

What does it mean when a literary hero travels along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to his companion?
When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower? Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative
devices, and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us with a broad overview of literature—a world where a road
leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never
just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.

This revised edition includes new chapters, a new preface, and a new epilogue, and incorporates updated
teaching points that Foster has developed over the past decade.

About the Author

Thomas C. Foster is a professor of English at the University of Michigan-Flint, where he teaches
contemporary fiction, drama, and poetry as well as creative writing and composition. He is the author of
Twenty-five Books That Shaped America and several books on twentieth-century British and Irish fiction and
poetry. He lives in East Lansing, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Molly Cooper:

This How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the
Lines book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular How to Read Literature Like a
Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines without we understand teach the
one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry How to Read
Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines can bring when
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide
to Reading Between the Lines having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Priscilla Garcia:

The feeling that you get from How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to
Reading Between the Lines is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but How to Read
Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of How to Read Literature Like
a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines instantly.

Duane Sills:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept How to Read
Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines suitable to you?
Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled How to Read
Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Linesis the main one
of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Sara Matthews:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love How to Read Literature Like a
Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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