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In 1973, after several years of bitter dispute, the Board of Trustees of the
American Psychiatric Association decided to remove homosexuality from its
official list of mental diseases. Infuriated by the Board's action, a substantial
number of dissident psychiatrists charged the association's leadership with
capitulating to the pressures of Gay Liberation groups, and forced the board to
submit its decision to a referendum of the full APA membership. Ronald Bayer
presents a political analysis of the psychiatric battle involved, from the first
confrontations organized by gay demonstrators at psychiatric conventions to the
referendum initiated by orthodox psychiatrists. The result is a fascinating view of
the individuals who led the debate and the fundamental questions that engaged
them: social and cultural values, the definition of disease, and the nature of
sexuality. Available for the first time in paperback, the book includes a new
afterword by the author.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Bayer's job in his tight, extraordinary packed bullet of a book is a particular one: to tell us what was at stake
when the A.P.A. erased homosexuality from its list of mental diseases in 1973.... Bayer's book takes us
behind the scenes of this uneasy linguistic victory in a way we have never been taken before."--The Nation

"Ronald Bayer has now written a lucid, succinct, and eminently fair-minded account of the controversy,
which resulted in the removal of homosexuality from the Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Psychiatric Disorders."--Paul Robinson,The New Republic

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Warner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Homosexuality and American Psychiatry: The Politics of Diagnosis
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Jacob Keys:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Homosexuality and American Psychiatry: The Politics of
Diagnosis why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Keith Abell:

Beside this specific Homosexuality and American Psychiatry: The Politics of Diagnosis in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Homosexuality and American Psychiatry: The Politics of



Diagnosis because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Fred Simpson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Homosexuality and American Psychiatry:
The Politics of Diagnosis can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Homosexuality and
American Psychiatry: The Politics of Diagnosis.
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